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I em R. G. Soderstrom, the Presldent of the Illincis State Federation

of Labor. I wes born in the state of Mimnesotm, in Wright County on

March 10, 1888, and left that state at the age of 12, erriving in Streator,
Illinois, where I lived with an aunt of mine for an entire year without
seeing enyone from home. I secured employment in the glass plant where
they mede bottles by hand, which wes guite an sit in those days, and worked
in the glass plent for two consecutive years. Following that, I secured
employment in & printing (pewspaper) office and acquired the trade of

that of & printer. I beceme a linotype operetor later on and mlso a news
writer end editorisl writey.

(How 014 were you at that time?)

When I got into the printing business I was 14 years of age and I

stayed with that sctivity until I was 43 yesrs of ege, However, in the
meantime, the city of Streatortss a mining town, and the atmosphere wes
charged with labor activittles. The miners were orgenizing unions and trying
to extend their local unlon &ctivity into international uwnions during theb
rether esrly period of my life. And that type of atmosphere had a lot to
do with arousing sn interest in the movement of labor. I joined the
Typographical Union as a two-thirder at the sge of 17, and joined as &
full-fledged member in the city of St. Louis & few years later. (Local
#8 of gb. Louis, the Typographical Unlon of that city.) I returned to
the city of Streator where they elected me a delegate to the Strestor
Trades and Labbr Assembly and about 18 months later I became the
President of the Strezsbor Treades and Labor Assembly where meny remarkseble
pecple, particularly those in the mining field, the leaders often tiumes
paid us a visit. It was my privilege to meet people like old John
Hunter, known as Dad Hunter rather affectionately, and William Rysn

who were the first officers of the Illinois Coal Miners, District #L2,

I also haed the privilege of weeting John H. Welker and Duncan McDongld,
and Johu Mitchell who was the grestest of them all who ceme from the
eity of Spring Valley about 30 miles away. In that sort of environment

I becene interested of course extensively in labor ectivities and
particularly in the possibility of correcting evils in industry by
legiaglation. The leaders of the Coal Miners had sn ides that many of
these evils could be corrected by legislation, and they wented me to
becomme & cendidate for the legislatureand see if it was possible to

enact that type of legislation.
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& printer by the name of Ed Wright was elected president of the
Illinois State Federation of Labor and served in that capacity for eight
years. He wus defeated by John H. Walker, my predecessor, and Walker
came to the city of Streator to tell me that he was interested in
building up and strengthening the Illinois State Pederation of Labor.
Tncidentally, he steted that he had been president of the United Mine
Workers of Illinois Tor six years and during thet period of time had
developed a program of legislation and he felt quite sure that that prow
gram of legislation could be enacted into law. With the many fine
argunents that we in labor had for such legislation, if someone could he
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elected to the General Assembly of this state who would put in his entire
time promoting labor legislation. He wented me to become a candidate for
the Illinois House of Representatives, sand I was: a little dubious ebout
trying for that type of place not knowing whether people would vote for me
or not, but Mr. Welkexr stated that he thought that they would. I tried to
explain to him that I was merely a lebor officiel end the president of the
Streator Trade end Lab Assembly andthet that didn't ween thet folks
generally would. vote for that type of person. Well, he said,’. . "I think
you've got the EEFES qualities, the temperament, end you are the type

of person that they might vote for. Why not make the race." Acting

upon his suggestion, T did. I entered the political field, and lo end
behold, I was elected to the House of Representatives.

(How 0l8; were you then,, Reuwb?)
I was shout 24 yesys of age.

(T wonder if you would say something sbout your initilsl contact with the
Republican organization in Streator. How did they feel ebout this when
you firset came?)

Well, the politicians generally were somewhat smised st the ambitions

‘of & young lebor official desiring to enter the field of legislstion, and
that no such thing had heppened in that distriet prior to that time. I
made sn intensive campsign, visited & lot of homes, snd diecovered that
people found it very difficult to vote sgainst someone who had been in
their homes, and lo end behold I wes elected to the House of Representatives.
I reeall that I felt rather timid in that sort of a place and sat very stlll
for sbout three monbths without offering any suggestions to the things that
vere under discussion until economic matters cesme to the sttention of the
Assembly snd I discovered thaet many of the House members knew very little
about some of the things that I thought I was pretty well informed upon,

and I sort of lost my timidity and proceeded to outline the views that

Lebor in my commmity had with respect to this type of legislation.

We finally began to meke progresspot immediately, but I recall the first
old age pension bhill introduced received only 39 votes., The House
members were more or less ammsed at the idea of having pensions for the
aged. It was looked upon &s & new 1mnnovetion ®#nd the only agency in the
state of IZlinois which was advotating that sort of thing was the movement
of laboy and XEXKEN within  thet the cosl miners of this stete are entitled
to full credit. At any rete, the 39 votes were the amount of votes that
were secured the first time that this bill came to the attention of the
Illinois House of Representatives.

We battled on end finally passed = blind pension bill which provided the:
yension of sbout 50 cents a day for those who were blind 1f they were
eitizens of Illinois.. We secured the enactment leter of a Mother's
pension bill. It took some six years to enact that legislation in our
state. Lewmakers themselves didn't seem to understand that children ought
to be with thelr mother.. The bill was finally passed. It provided $15
per month per child.
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(Reub, I wonder if you could go back s little bit, now here you were a
virtually young boy, and didn't heve a great deal of schooling at theb
time, as I recall, vhere did you get the knowledge and the background?
Did you do a lot of reading? DI1d you get it from books?)

Well, the print shop itself is & poor-boy's school. If a person has

a retentive mind, and fortunately I had that, it's possible to pick up
an enormous smount of informetion--not with respect to the philosophers
of the past, perhaps, but current informstion that heppens to be presently
appearing in the publie press; snd the people employed in print shops,
while they are not college traingd, are at least well-informed, snd
informetion 18 a very good substitute for an education. A very bright
attorney by the name of Arthur Shay who had & privaete library,
permitted wme to have sccess to that LiBary. He was very proud of the
Pact that he had gaded $3600 fox thet library. But it contained

the books that had %o do with our forefethers. I had the privilege

of reeding all shout John Adams and Hamilton &nd the early pioneers in
owr country's government thyrough the help of this men, Arthur Shay.

Then, too, a men by the pame of Johmny Willisms, who wes a sort of en
author and writey, used to prepasre a column for ‘the Streator Independent
Timeg, the newspaper on which I worked--I had the privilege of setting his
column once B week. A thoroughly informed pergonality. However, he came from ;
the mines, but he had developed into & musielan and he was the menager of |
the Opera House in the cibty of Strestor and also had charge of vwhat was
koown ss the Sundsy Evening Forum, & Sunday evening course vhere & number of
people sppeared on Sunday evening. For 25 cents you could heer the

lecture. We hed folks come there thet were famous ministers and femoug
priests end also famous rebbls end Clarence Derrow sppesred meny times and

T had the privilege of heering him. Johnuy Williems, by the way, selecbed
‘the hooks that he wanted me to read. And T secured these books from the
Streator Public Libraxy. UWhatever early education I think thet I came by,

I was indebted to the library of the city of Streator, becausge on the
shelves of that library ¥¥E I was able to secure Ely's works on economlcs
and had read the rather heavy type of reading, thet kind of reading, before
I had attained the age of 20, And through the help of Mr. Williams, and

Mr. ghey, I think that I picked up something prevalent, prevalent at

least to highschool training and perheps even beyond that.

(How meny grades of achool had X you actuslly gone through?)

T was in school until T was in the seventh grade. I didn't cowplete
the geventh grade.

(Whet made you declde to go into printing as a careex?)

Well, my father and mother moved to the eity of Strestor with the balance
of ‘the family, and my father was a very thoughtful sort of a person and
had been in the ministry and he thought that the environment of a glass
plant wasn't suitable to the growth and developwent of his son. He sald
that I elther had to return to school or get into some sort of mectlvity
where there was en opportuniby for education end trxaining. 8o, not wanting
to go back to gchool, I got myself a place in the print shop.
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(Thet's & decision thet you really made on your own?)

. That's right.‘ I have never regretted thet. TIf I had to return to work

todey, I would want to go back to the print shop. There's something
intensely fascinating about a print shop, especially & newspaper office
where wage orders &re actually free 1f the office is unionized.

Carngan 7

(This was & unionized shop at that time?)
~
Oh, yes. I've never WOrkedALz.anything except a union office.

(Do you recsll your father ever discussing workers or what his views were
sbout lebor?)

My fether wes intensely interested in proper care for aged people. He told
me that the--in the Scandinavian countries--that the aged people over there
were always rather happy and hed smiles on their faces end worried about
nothing because they did have an income, and they got thet as a matier of.

right. At the age of 18 in the SQandlna countries citizens are compelled

to pay into sn eld age pension fund. "ihebge of 60 no matter how rich
they may be or how pooxr they msy be, they must sccept this old sge pension.
They heve the right, of course, to return that to the fund, and wany of
them do who feel that they do not need thet woney, but they receive that
as a matter of right. And that sort of thing has been in operstion in the
Scandinevian countries fox over 60 years before it became accepted here in
the United States.

(Was he born in---7)

My father wes born in Sweden in & section of Sweden close to Stockholm in:
8 county kuown as Smolan. My mother was born in the northern part of
Sweden in a county lmown as QGemplaff, and they came to this country and
met in the state of Mimmesote. Whlch 1g as close to Sweden as one cen get
in this country, end were married there and T was born in the state of
Mimmesota. .

(Were you the only child?)

NO, no, there were six children in our family, and tﬁo are still slive:

my sister in Kenkekee, Mrs. Arthur Hodson, whose husband is & raeilroad
engineer; end myself. The bslance have passed awsy. My mother is still
alive, but in very poor health. She's 93 years old.

(She must be a very vigorous women.)

Yes, Scendinavian stock spparently is good stock,

(Was there anybody in your family beckground whe had taken pert in labor?)
No, my father was interested in religious scbtivities and, like most
Scandinavians, he devoted & good desl of time to church work and activities

of that type, although he was a shoemeker by traede and he had been in the
shoe business, but e portion of his life, meven yesxs in St. Paul, and a
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yeaxr or two in Redwing, Mimnesote, snd a place cslled Lske Mery, he was in
church mctivity and as the parsom of the church. He buwilt & churche-

he was the pastor of a church in St. Paul on Seventh Street and Broadway,
e structure that was bullt during the time that he was the pestor.

(Do you think that you may'have gotten some of your socisl ideas through

© that kind of-~%)

He was the kindest mwan thet ever lived, but union orgenization was.not in
his field. He was interested in religious work.

(How about your mother?)

Well, she of course is the mother, probably more practlcal than father,
don't you see? And had the responsibility of reising the Pamily. My
oldest brother wore the uniform of the United States for seven yesrs and
wy younger brother, he was a member of #16 in Chicago and & printer by
trade,too. I lost one brothsr when he was only 12,

(Were there aay in@idents of eny kind that you cen recsll in this early
period which might have influenced your thinking or was this & normal
development, do you think?)

Well, oue hed to be born in an industriel community, or hed to come into

. an industrial community swch as the eity of Strestor was in order to

cateh the sbmosphere necessary to lead lebor. There isn't any question
about that, The contribution which the community mwakes is & tremendous
conbribution and the development of someone who has & flair for that type
of activity. As Streatoxr was just suited fox that. All of the unions
that were in existence at that time seemed to have some sort of a local
in the city of Streator,anddl) of that information--Samuel Goumpers,the
great leaderof the American Federation of Lebor, cesf® there a number
of times to--one Hime to invite the green glass blowers' eoprganization
to join the American Faderation of Lsebor, and because it was that type
of community and so meny labor officials came to the city of Streator
in the early deys. The tendency was to pay some attention to what they
wvere doing, and I, of course, was enthused by it--by whet they had 1n
ming .

(were the people of Streator et that time of & special backgrcund?' Were
they mostly Scandinavian?)

No, there were very fevw Scandinavisns Iin the eity of Streator. We hed--
the coal miners came from the British Isles. They were from Walec and
from Scotlend and from Bngland, and they were the early settlers &round the
city of Strestor. Later on the Skoveks csme in, and they too worked in

the cosl mine, don't you see, and then later still the Italisans came into
the city of Streator. It's a very cosmopolitan sort of & commmity where
they say thet 17 tongues are spoken dmily in that city.

{What was the population in those days?)

BE/16
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In those days they had about 10,000 or 11,000 people and today we have 22,000.
(It is an unususl pettern Por labor sctivity despite its smell size.)

It was the main activity in that community for s lohg number of yeais.

(How do you mccount for the fact that you were selected as.a delegate
in that early period. After all, you were just & young men at the time.)

My association mﬁﬁ% the Typogrephical Union was selecting delegates to the

central body and someone suggested that Soderstrom might serve in that
capacity with credit to the union end perhaps the centrel body would be

glad to have him. They felt thet I had certailn talents and certain sbilities
that might be appreciated in the central body, snd so when I became &

delegate up there they first elected me vice-president ahd then the president

resigned, so I automaticelly beceme preaident of the Streetor central body.

(Can you recall any indident in the Streator labor movement iv which you
were sble to. show qualities of leaedershiy that made you a nstural choice
for a delegate?) -

Well, they felt that enyone who wes eloguent snd who could put into words
the feeling that these folks had in their hearts and who was faithful to
himself snd his real feelings with respect to labor's grest cause weuld
naturally become @ leader and they wanted someone to--and the strange pert
of 1t was that they selected a young man. Most of these men that I've
wmentioned were 20 years older then I was, bub they thought that If I could
get into the assembly and if we could just pass this legislation. The only
thing that mekes me feel bad is the fact that most of these people died
before they had the privilege of enjoying the legislation that they were
edvoeating, don't you see,

(John Williems did live beyond the workman 's conpensation period, didn't he?)

(hyes, the workman's compensation act grew out of that Cherry Mine disasber
where some 283 people lost their lives and it was Johnny Willisms who got

in touch with the Chicago Milwaukee Reilroad people,who own that mine, and
eneourtged them to help to set upziba'workmen‘s compensation act in the

sbate of Tllinois. He also coaxed them into paying the funerel expenses and
to get aside a fund for the education of the orphans of thege children whose
fathers died in that Cherry Mine disagter. Johnuy Williams acted later on
as the arbitrator for the Heert Sehasfor and Merx people and he became their
impartisl chaixman of tThet boasrd that *ixes the prices of sall these operations
in the clothing industry. He was the first iuwpsartisl chsirmen to act in that
capacity. Johhny Williams was & great msn.

(You have & remerksble memory, Rewb, You know we had & Mester's thesis
written on Johony Williams., Apparently there was a bilg mass of his papers
Lleft over in hisborical libraries here and one of our students went ‘through
that--) .
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The men weg brillisnt, and he liked people that could discuss mattera with
him., He used to come up with his column for the newspeper and there would
be some point in there--gomething he would point up--and T was interested in
and 'I'4 discuss that with him. I got to know him pretty well, snd it
was Johnny Williams who wanted me to get into economic act;v;ty beecause he
thought there wes & chence to do something worthwhile, explaining all the

- time, of course, thet you can't expect any appreciation and darned little
eredit for this type of service, but men in that field are so badly needed
"why don't you go down to the library and get this book and get that book"
and he hed a 1list of them. I read every one of them that he pointed out,

so I didn't wagte any ‘time in my reeding. It wes stuff that was really
belpful to me.

(Be hed =a groﬁp of men or boi:ﬁ who used to attend some classes--)

That was that Sunday evening course that I spoke of. He was the chairmen
of the Sunday evening course, and he would act as the chairmsn of these
meetings and he knew all of the notebles at the time who were on the
Chautauqua stege end Johnny Williems was & friend of thetrs but he was
able to get the beyt talent in our country to come to ‘this Sundey evening
course, end the price was only 25 cents.,

(Do you think he may have had some considersble influence on your-s)

Johony Williams end Arthur Shay snd a very remarkeble lady by the neme of
Mirs. Fred Leroy, who was the editor of the Ztyeator Independent Times
and once in 'a: while when she ren out of subject metters for the
editorial column, she'd come and ask me to write the editorial that day,
end so I'd sit down end do it. I 'always had something current thalt was
interesting for the public to read, and I could do that work very well.

Polks have seid that I'm a good speaker, but I think. that TI'm & batter
writer. '

(You've been writing for a long time, since the esrly days. Have you
kept any file of your writings over. this tlme?)

No, only in the course--in here, now most of the officers' report to our
annual convention is prepsred in thie office and that of course will be
found in the official proceedings of each ennual convention. The officers
report, and that touches all of the current subject that we've had.

. something to do wilth during the past year, in the Tllinoig State Federation
of Lebor.

(When you were & newspaper reporter did you cover all kinds of--)

No, I covered prize fights.

(oh, is that so?)

T wrote the-~T wrote articles for lebor papers; Peorig Labor News was one

of them. I did that for & long t1mﬁ~~w1thout compensation--Just
beceuse I liked to write.
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(This was after you becswe & port of the lebor movement?)

Thet's yright., And es 2 member of the central body I wrote two columms--
one general news for the city of Streator because thePeorle Lebor News
had the eirculation in my community there, you see, and snobher column
thet T called Doings in Printerdomy which was devoted largely to the
activities in the typographicel industry.

(Were these both listed wnder your name?)

do with
Well, I tbink the column that had to/the printers was, but I had a by-line
there, but I didn't on the other. Some of it I don't think I wented the
by-line on,

(Whet kind of & men was this y&u ?%;ﬁ@ﬁ"was he interested in the labor’
novewent,? ) :

His father wgg & winister and an attorney. His mother was slso sn sttornmey.
@ Avthur was a school teacher at the outset and then studied

law and beceme B very very successful attorney. He ran for the office

of Justice of the Supreme Qourt of Illinols on the Bull Mooge ticket back
in 1914 and regarded as brillisnt sttorney. His father was a member of

the Knights of Labor, by the way.

(Oh is that so071)

Yes. Agd & very active member and the elder Shay. wes one of those who
invaded the South efter the war was over end tried to carry out sowe sort
of &~ program to heal the bsd feelings between the North and South. A
brillient orator. Well, Arthur Shay himself was not such a brilliant
orgtor, but a very capable attorney, and possibly the outstanding
sttorney of my commnity, WEXWHE elther before or since thset time.

(Did he represent lebor unions as an attorney?)

No, no Arthur Shey never 4id, but the father did., He represented the
old Knights of Lebor endes very active in there. The community was more
or less wound up with lsbor orgenizations one way or snother. There
aren't any rich people in the commmity. It's & very democratic sort

of & town because the owners of the plant do not live in Streator.

They 're absentee owners, don't you see, so the commwity is mede up

of supervisors and employees, don't you see, and none of them too wesalthy,
in fact they have to depend upon each other to such | en . extent that you
have s democratic commmity. I've never moved out of there because I
like that stmosphere.

(During your youth there before you became sctive in politics yourself,
vhat was the politicel complexion?) ‘ :

It hes slways been republican, in fact the whole counby of LaSalle is
republicen, #nd that wes one of ‘the things that spazed the people after
I got into the assemhly. In faet FEugene B. Debs one time came to g
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my howe and he thought it was strenge that I should be seated on the
republican side. In fact it smazed him, Be said. "I don't see how you can
get along with these high finders on the republican side." He'd been
talking about--that noon he had been disgcussing one big union. T said

18/16

well there aie somethings sbout you Mr. Debs that I don't understend either,

I said you don't--you were discussing the possibility of one big union,
now you don't believe thet do you Mr. Debs? ‘the you wapt to organize the
thing on that basis? Well, he said yee he did, But d6 you believe that a
section hendeshould be paid as much as the engineer. He said, "Why sure,"
holbaid “thesenkies costs as much for the sectioh hend to maintain his
Tamily as it does the engineer, and without the section hand the engineer
wouldn't heve any job) don't you see. Well, I said that wasn't what you
folks did. I know thet you're e railroad men, Mr. Debs, &nd an enginger.
YouE folks formed en orgenization of engineers., 'You're pseid about four
timea as much a&s the section hend. And he said "Yes that's what we Qid,
but thet doesn't meke it right. See, it ought to be one big union.”

I kidded him sbout his socialism et thet time, snd explained to him thet
I didn't think he was arguing his socialism right, And he said "No?.
What do you think it ought to be?'" And I said thet in this community
where T live there wouldn't be anyg change made with respect to the wey
people work even if we had socielism. Here we all live together. We go
to the same schools together. We go to the same churches together, and
ve ‘belong to the same lodges together. We work in these plants together.
We produce everything together, except in sharing the profit. That part
of the evolution hasn't taken place. Now why don't you argue your
gocialism that wey? Profit sharing proposition. '

I wes amused here recently when Walter Reuther was telking ebout sharing
profits in the sutomobile industry, and promoted the thing as a new
proposition, when as a matter of fact it had been t==mmesily thoroughly;
discussed and thoroughly wnderstood years bmck wEER smong the ploneers
the laboyr movement, imeluding Debs, Debs' idea of eourse was to teke
over industrys¥he govermhent éﬁ&a that sort of thing, but later on
Mr. Olander was to wvisit the c¢lty of Milwaukee and he was to pay a man
by the name of Victor Berger a visit, who owned the newspaper up there.
So I $0l1d him of the télk that I'd had with Bugene Debs, and Debs didn't
think much of that type of socialism. I sald‘you put it up in .your way,
Mr. Olander, to Victor Berger and ssk him what he has to say with respect
to establishing a profit-shering or a publie ownership proposition where
people can share the profits.” So he went up there and he talked to Vietor
Berger and when he came back he sald he outlined the thing to Mr.Berger
end said at that point part of the evolution hadn't teken place that
people ought to shere in the profits as well as the activities of these

t hings, and he said "Do you kuov what he sald, Soderstrom?' I éald no.
"He gaid, 'That's damn good sccielism!'" So Mr. Berger agreed thet that
proposition might work out. )

(How do you account for the fact that Streator was so strongly uniomized
at such an early stage of the game?)
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Well, the people of the United Kingdom, Great Britain, hed esteblished a
labor movement that seemed to be effeative in the British Isles prior to
the time that they came to Streator. The influence of unionizing--the
original influence--came from the people from the British Isles. By the
way, Johnny Williems .came from Weles, you know. He wes born over there.

" The same was true of Manly Davis, and the same was true of meny of the
great leaders in the movement of labor. High grade, high minded people
thoroughly honest which was refreshing to talk to--stubbornly on the
square~-~-those kind of people. They came from the British Isles and they
were going to form unions in these United States Rike they had in old
England.

( ?)

We've been in existance of—the Typographical Union has been in existence
~over 130 years. And KX Horsce Qreeley was owr Tirst president, the man
who said "Go West young men." Grow up with this -country. We've hsad
notebles like Benjamin Frapklin and others who pﬁmgqﬁ_cards in the
Typographical Union.

(How far back does the local in Streator got)

Well, we've been unionized~--they had one local there that feiled in the
early days, but local #3283, the one that I'm a member of has been in
exist@nce -- I'm not quite gure, it will be about 55 or 60 years.

ok

(Thes wasn't too much before youw-)

No 'the union was in existghce and I worked under the supervision of
Local #328 in Streator when I first wenb to work, don't you see. They
take charge of their apprentices the minute you come lnto & print shop.

(Pid you hold sny positions in the local?)

Oh, yes, I was president of my local union, and ¥ thoroughly enjoyed
that experience.

(For how long were you president?)

Well, I acted as president & number of yearsg, The scale was very low.
' The printers were peid $12 a week at that time. The foremen was paid
$15 a week and graduslly of course we finelly got the wage scale up to
U2 a week at the time that T --in 1930 when I became president of the State
Pederation of Labor, but prior to thet time, I participated in all of the
- negotiations and we raised that wage level from $12 to $42 during the
tine that I was actively working at the trade. I'm still a member, amd
T pay wy dues ag do all other working members. Although I'm not called
upon te do that, I do pay them. ,

(You were a working printer for a good meny yeers, is that right?)

11716
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I worked et mytrade until I was 43. And I'd come down here end exercise
my talents In the (General Assembly for six months. Stay here for two or
thiree deys a week and then go.home bto,my trade. :

Viorle ax
(And they would let you off--)

Yes, I1'a& be off on those days. The printerp are free, they can select
a substitute. If there's a substitutl yol don't even have to consulb
authority in the composing room. If you walked into a print. shop end you
carried & card and I kney you were & competent printer, I could say well
represent my Job. Sit dowvn here snd go to work until I come back. And
that's all there is to it. You sit down and go to work. There's no need
to consult anybody except me. And you can staythere until I come back. .
I have to BEXNE work one day a year im ordex to hold my situstion or to
hold my position, don't you see.--Yhder the rules of the Typographical
Union. But I ¢an put on & subgtitute and he can serve in that capacity
for me until such time ag I come back. Now I cen stay away for ten years,
but I'd have to work one day a year in order to hold my position. But

I surrendered my Jjob when I beceme President of the State Federstion.

(You had not held & position in the state Federation before that time.)
That's right. I was vice-president for a year,
(And before thet?)

Just working vnder the direction of labor officials, I was very fond
of Jeck Walker and I thought no greater man ever lived gnd Victor
Olender--he was my c¢losest chum and mgsociste for 27 cdnsécutive years,

(When you were in legislature you didu't have any officisl position in
the Federxation st the!time, is that right?)

Yes, from 1930 to 1936 I YKKXEEEY set in that Assembly as the President
of the Illinois State Federation of Labor. '

(Oh, . is that so?)

I 314 that until 1936. And I wanted to do that because there was always
a sort of & feeling thet a laboxr officisl couldn't carry on that type
of work and still be a labor official but I wanted to demonstrate that
that 's possible MHEXEEXIX A person elected to public office, if he
bankrolls himself, pays his own expeuses, and he's obligated to nopne,
then he's free to serve whomever he pleases after he's elected to
public office., I bhankrolled my own campaign$ every one of them.

(You mesn you didn't get any support from labor?)
No T wouldn't accept s penny.

(Is thet g0%)
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We formed the idem of a political league--a lesgue for political education-- .
not exactly a new thing becsuse in the county of LaSmlle when I started to |
aspire for public office and antagonized thosé who. have control over the
affairs of men, I found it necessary to form a political league. We called
1t the LaSalle County Voters' Defenge Lesgue. It was mede up of representa~
tives of about 70 unlons in the county of LaSalle and we would meet each’

. Sunday for seven Sundays before the election day, end I would address these
people and we had shout 75 or 80 people attend these meetings, and they
would go back howe end on election day they would act as precinct committeemen,
don't you see. And they'd men every precinet in the industrial centers of
the county and that was the way that I won. Two or three times the Republicen
party up there, they read me out of the party with their resolutions, their
motions, or something of that kind, because they said that I wasn't a real
Republicem, which wes true. I was running on the Republicen ticket. I mey
have been & visionsry, end an idealist, bub I was practical enough to ride on
the kind of vehicle that would get me to the place where I wented to go. |
But if s politiciam will pay his own campsaign expenses, then he's free.

(The first time you ran, how did you get ‘the Republican nomination? DId you ’
have opposition for it7) .

Yes, serious opposibtion. Theé only time in my life that the fact that I wag
a Scagdineviesn was of any value to me, the Northeastmction of the county
was made up of Scandinaviens. And I went up there and on the basis of

the fact that I came from that element, and they were pretty clanich, they
voted for me. And then I put up & tremendous campaign, Most of 1t was
confined to visiting in the homes of people in the various sections, and I
could pick out 25 or 30 homes that T would get into in a day, just talk

to the people--"I'm a candidate for the office of State Representative. . !
I need your help, and if you can help me comsclentiously, I'll thoroughly |
appreciate it" you see, And that type of campeigning peid off. But I ' |
was busy doing that for seven or eight months, before the election date.

When I wes elected it surprised everybody, including my Republicen associates,

don't you see. I beat Ole Benson, who hed been ‘the sheriff of LaSalle county

and who had been in the Qeneral Assembly for & long, long time.

|
, \ |
(Oh, 1t wes his seat that you were campaigning £or?) . %
Yes, knocked him off. He was an enemy of labor. f
(Did you heve primery opposition after that?)

Every election for 20 years. T don't think there is a man in Illinois

who bas been through as meny cempaigns as T have. They cooked up campaigns
every election, lergely because--not because they disliked me personallyy~
but because they didu't like the labor progrem that I was advocating then.
I would advocabe the thing at home or in the meetings of the Chamber of
Conmerce or &ny place I happened to be. Churches, at men's meetings, Labor

Day, at Fourth of July celebrations, it wss Just one constant agiltation for i
this program of bhills. They've been enected into law, ~ ‘ g

i
|
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(Who were the kinds of people who supported you? These 80 people for example
you mentioned?) '

No, they ceme from all of the local unions in the county of LaSalle. They
formed my orgenization because I couldn't get support from the political
organization, you see, and meny merchants supported me. "I belonged to the

- Lodge of Elks, and they often made use of my telemts in their mingtrel shows.

I used to be their interlocutor and things of that kind; while they would

say thet I had the labor union viewpoint, and they felt that Soderstrom was
a pretty decent fellow, and I had support other then labor support. I had
a2 good deal of farm support--at times--af other times I didn't have. There

were times though when they felt unlons were doing the right thing and they
backed us.

(Did you cempaign in the fsrm areas?)

Yes, whenever they invited me out there, I was there. And then they got
into an open shop fight there in Streator, back in 1923. The whole town
developed into m sort of & Civil War. They tied up every plant in thet
commmity. They wouldn't sigh an egreement with eny lebor union in that
commmity, don't you see, and over 700 people hed to move out of Strestor,
Since then the town has been reorsganized sgain and it's still air-tight
end bullet-proof so far as unions are concerned.

(Who was responsible for that drive?)

Well, the employers, they finally made up thelr minds following the First
World War in 1923; they formed what they called the Amexicen Plen. It's a
good deal similar %o the agitebion that we heve today. And one of the
spots that wes thoroughly unionized where they were going to destroy the -
uniens if they could, was Streator. That fight lasted over 18 wmonths.

(Were they the local employers, or did the absentee ownera--7)

Well., ‘the sbsentee employers, the Mauufacturers' Association, end
everybody elge concentrated on the eity of Streator to destroy the unions.
They ran into the darmedest opposition you ever saw. Labor cen fight when
they have good leaders.

(There were & good meny strikes et this time?)
Bvery plant in town was struck--tied up,
(Is that so?)

Somg of them never reopened. It toock the town about 15 ysars to get over
that fight. The manufacturers inveigled the merchentes to Jjoin with them,
They were going to refuse to enter inte comtractural relatiouships with
unions in the future. They were going %o estsblish vhat They called

the American Plen, snd that wmeant to wipe out the union shop and every
labor contract in the commmnity. Our problem was then twice the size of
what it is now, because we hadn't had that experdence in 1923, and today

14/16
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it’s thoroughly unionized sgain. There isn't a single person who works
for a living in Streator but what he belongs to a union.

(When did you reach that point again? Was it during the 30's?)

Well, yee, right after the--we -began to reach it right after the election
of Roosevelt. The unions weye. legalized following that Wagner Act, so we
had become legal and -constitutional, don't you see. We were all right.

(Why didn't the town go Democratic around that time?)

Well, I don't know. The towm could go Democratic Sometimes we have had
Democratic mayors in the town. A Dr. Lester who came back after the First
World Wer was over and ran oh the Democratie ticket, end he wes elected.
Then they changed to the: Commission form of government so I'm not so sure
but whet the present mayorlns neme is Eutsy, but whet he is a Democrat.

But they have a Commissmon form of govermment, where you don't have parties.
You're not supposed to have party sctivities in there,

(But ss far eg the General Assembly is concerned that Senatorial district
hes always been true Republtan with one Democrat?)

Yes. It couldchange, of course. I've seen times in LaSalle County when
if you had & primary vote in the--you'd have the election vote in the
primery, where people would all turn out and you'd have everybody in ‘the

. couuty vobing in the primery. But the times that they have done that,

they have mll voted in the Republican primery, becsuse some of the
candidates that were Yunning for office on the Republican ticket were
supposed to have gome connection with the Klu Klux Klan, and it excited.
the population to such an extent that we hed én election vote in the

- primary because everybodyawmfimm to see that these people that had Klan

connectiong would be defeated, and they were. I've seen the county go
Democratlc, One time James Heyilion Lewls carried the county by 11,000
votes agrinst Ruth Hennah McCo ~  Bult thatls & rare occasion when things
like that occur, butthe people are intelligent people snd they cenr vote
any ticket thet they want to vote, but the county polities have always.
been more or less Republican and they feel that their friends are running
for office on that ticket so they vote for their friends.

(Were you ever involved in local community politics--)

. No. I confined all my metivities to the Stute . 0f course, then

sometimes you'd have a friend running for local office thst you liked very
well, I helped several--I talked for them, don't you see? If they were
friefidly, end I felt they were friendiy to lsbor.

(Bow did your wife feel sbout all this?)

Well, she was a grand person &nd mostly interested in her home snd her
family and she rather encouraged we in most of the things that I dld.
XK Maybe my severest critic WIDEMNKIRE on me was Mrs. Boderstrom
aurlng herfy lifetime. She was very ry proud and very glad to have me engeged

PAGE 15716
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in this type of activity. She was of Scotch extraction snd born in
Scotleand, by the way.

(Were you merried in Streator?)

Yea. I was married&n 1912 on December 2. She pasged away seéven years
Bgo. '

(And you Lived in Strestor sll that time?)

Yes. They tried to move me out of there & number of times, but I
never wanted to move. The facts in the case are that the city of
Strestor gave me my first chance to exercise my talents, my original
friends were there, don't you see, and are still there, many of them,
and my interests were there, my home was there, T lived there, snd
despite the fact that my associstes in the State Federatiop¥euggested

-8 number of times that I move to Springfield, I've always refused to do

that. I live in Streator. My children were born there. My people,
meny of them, were buried there, end I intend to live there until I
pass on.

One of the things that influenced wy early asctivities was the contact
that I was fortunate to have with Samuel Gompers. Sam told me at one
time when: we ¥¥EX¥ needed money to help the people that were locked
out in 1921 to 1923 in the city of Streator, that he felt that we were
going to meke progress. Gompers sajd that we would meke progress day
by day esnd step by step, =nd he turned to me and locked at me rather
sharply, and he sald, "Young man, you know you c¢an climb the highest
wountain if you've got the petience to do it one step ot & time."
Thet philosophy had a lot to do with the--guiding the activities that
I've been engaged in. I also--in line with what he suggested that
young labor leaders ought to do--I made a study of the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights and the Deélaration of Independence because
Samuel Gompers believed that lebor officisls ought %o be thoroughly
familiar with these documents and if they allow;these documents to guide
them, thet they wouldn't go far wrong in the labor field.

15
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~ ' Interview with Reuben Soderstrom by Milton Derber, 6-4-58.

(D)

(S) 1 wd ‘7v1ce prestdent of the Illinois State Federation of Iabor end a member
of the Byxecutive Board. The office of President was made vacent by the resig-
nation f fbhn H. Walker who had served successfully in that capacity for 17 yesrs.
This ha@pened in the year of 1930, President Walker resigned durlng the month
Vice Pres:l.dents Robert Higby and Tom Kelly jointly filled the

iber of the Illinois House of Representatives 1 had been very actlve
giglative spokesman for labor on the flcor of the House gince 1918,
] of 12 years. Vice Presidents Kelly and Hikby were not familiar with

fleld tf head the Federabtion. I wae in legislative activity and seemed to be
lpal cholce. The Executive Board unenimously elected me Pregident at
of the SBpringfield, Illinoie, 1930 convention. Up to the present time,
il of 28 years, I have never had any oppoment ox opposition for re~electlonm.

in the early days of your presidency »s I understand it the Federation
e rather difficult problems. PFlrst of all there was the matter of the
ion, and then you had in the State of Tllinois the controversy among the
ters. What steps Qid you ‘take to deal with thege problems? ,

couraged the President of the United States to provide proper care for
dple and those who were unemployed. Under the direction of President

ig| D. Roosevelt the United States Congress epnachted the Social Security
provides pepsions for the aged and unemployment insurance benefibts for
& are unemployed and eannot find work. Under the pressure of the laboxr
; particularly the I1linois State Federation of labor, old age

jce legislation and the present Workmen's Unemployment Insurance Act
iped. This 1s and was federal-state cooperative legislation and

d| the setting wp of 63 agencies throughout the industrisl centers vhere
rners could register when unemployed and apply fox unemployment benefit
1l I helped State Director of Iabor Martin P. Durkeén plan these agencles.
terwards y yearse later, became Secretary of Labox on the Cabinet of

his time did the Federatilon take any special action or pass any special
ng with regard to the unemployment problem?

large number of resolutions were passed by the amnual conventions of the
Ly State Federation of Iambor directling attention to the destitution of
unemploy d people and we, the official family of the State Federation of ILabor,
worked c&na*ban’cly with all/The groups that were interested in securing relief of
some kind for those who were not able to find employment, .

Bé( \Z /'. Fofr)e( E@:}e FEAE p A | ﬁ, é;, Hely- L3
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(D) Wh{i't happened to the membership of the Federstion at this time?

(S) Thé|membership of the Federation of Isbor dwindled until we bed less than
200,000 [members. Bub since that time, of course, it has been bullt up to its
presentv embership,
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(D) What yas the membership in---
(8) I'm cgming to that.
(p) Oh, j u have that later. What gbout this matter of the Mine Worker's
controversly vhich wes one of the reasons as we understand it for the fact thatb
John Walkey texrminated his presidency of the Federation?
¥
M{A}”A (s) I cog-entrated on legislative work, and T addressed endless meetings in
}v*“‘ *  order Yo relieve the,; we're getting off--will you follow that thing there?
e ,mfv=§ . .
Lo X Paro f ) 3
dﬁpq\“ (D) Wbulq you say that you Functioned as president any differently than your
e g predecessdrs? If so, in what ways?
Fooy w .
* (s) I co-lentr&ted on legislative work; addressed endless meetings; encouraged
the membenship to persopally contact thelr lawmakere on need2d:: leglslatlon, ,

bills.

&ntenoifi.e the work in the Illineis General Assembly by calling upon religfous

leaders,

(D) You
divide you

(8) Victdr A. Olander was a great wan.
was consty

evaluate
Jation.

and entran
and mastey
controvers
gacher and a dedicated leader of labor of the Samuel Gaupers varleby,
worked together and we always helped each other.

He and I
(D) As f

(8) As

up and st
this acti
all leval
state fed
in closer
from less.

(D) zmifn

gocial welfare leaders aud educatinnal lesders o publicly support labor

bd & very tntimabe relationship with Victor Olander. How aid you
functions, and what system of cooperation did you work out?

He possessed s reasoning mind which
tly ressoning. He could snalyze any situation accurately ahd
¢he apposition to labor's progress in language that needed no trans-

?ra memory was matchless and his judgment of prqportlons penetrating

ingly correct. Victor OQlander wums my constant companion for 27 years,
minded the labor strategy inlicourt cases and in advancing highly
18l labor bills, both on the state and nationsl level. He wag &

sident what did you do to increase the membership of the Pederation?

Fsidﬁnt of the State Pederation I felt that wmy fivet duty was to build
engbhen the Organization. A tremendous amount of time was devobted to
vity. It entailed visiting local unions, meeting labor officiels on
y-patlonal, state, and.mnnicipal——p01nt1ng out that through an effective
ration of labor in Tllinols we could work togethexr more unitedly and
unity than ever hefore. As s result of this effort the Federation grew
tthan 200,000 members in 1930 to over 800,000 members in 1958,

. e ‘
g the Depression a local Unemployment Couneelswere formed to negotiate

with varipus agencies like {the CWA and the PWA. What position did you take

with respg

(8) Many

misery an

2ct to these coun@#ls and the Illinois Workers Al%isdice?

Atsburbing things aeveloﬁeﬁ during an economic depression. Humen
human suffering is usually the basis for exbreme red flagism. Poverty

and suffe

ing causes Coumunism. To relieve destlbubtlon during the Depression,

labor sup
and gave

ported WPA and PWA projects. They were public construction projects
amployment to tens of thousands of idle wage earners.

The State Federalion
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of Iabor had no official- comnection, ﬁbwéver, with the Ilinoils Workers A;lianee.

(p) Didi;ou attempt to setble any Jurisdictional disputes among affillates of
the Federgtion in your cepacity as President? - :

a jurisdi
Union and
out & sex
Two othexy
through. 1
menber ay
woxked ve

(D) st

In the T¢

($) Iw

fist £igh

This inc%
the Inte
John L.

%o a go
Pt the

he requeat of AFL President Willism Green, T acted as an arbitrator in’

tional dispute between the Mestcutbers and Butcher Workmen's Netionmal

the Retall Clerk's Internationasl Aszociation.

ous labor supply situation in:tos Angeles, California, central bodj...

controversial matbters were investigated and resolved at least partially
efforts in Minneapolis,Minnesota, and in St. Louis Missouri. T wes a
for ten years Wl€ecretsiry of the AFL Committee on Resolutions und

Ty close to President Green, Matthew %}“& and ofher AFL officers.

role did you play dui*ing the origipal split between the AFL and CIO
30'a? .

5 1n attendance at the AFL Atlantic City conventlon in 1935 and saw the
t and exchange of blows between John L. Iewis and Williem Hutchinson.
dent sparked the formation of the CIO. Charles P. Howard, president of
natlonal Typographical Unlon, became ‘the first Secretary of the CIO.
ewig, of course, beceme President. The Typographical Union, of which
mber, through President Howard contributed much to getting the CTIO off
start. As Secretery of the Commitbtee on Resolutions T mede the mobtion
ew York AFL«CIO merger convention two yeers sgo which united these ‘two

tilonal organizations Into one united federation on the national level.

you ever get involved in campaigns to organize workers, ejther of

abor unlons or in loeals of internatlonal unions?

(8) Orggnizetional matters are conducted by our parent body, the AFL-CIO and
by the iyﬁernational union. B11 organizers both paid and voluntary are

organizi

commiss:t'?fied by the AFL-CIO.

However, when invited %o participate in an

campaign, T always respond. T have been helpful to the United

MineWorkeérs in this ectivity, and also the Cement Workers and the Glass Workers,

all nati @al and interpsbional unions.

ILabvor CQ

(D) Wer:
problems

, Aq*PreBident of the Streator Trades and
cil 45 yesrs ago I organized thepTeamsters local union.

you ever called down by any unions to help them meet their internsl

(8) . A% 4n officer of the AFL Convention Committee on Resolutions I participated

in the s
Conmitte
LtWo yeaxn
Brother
1s now 1

(D) Hawj
of the Fe

plution of all jurisdictional problems which came to the attention of our
That is to say I acted on these matbera until

during the past 20 years.
ago when my services on this committee ended to make g place for

ve McDongld, President of the Internatlonal Unlon of Steelworkers, who
8 Secretary.

you. taken any part in collective bargsining since becoming President
deration?

PAGE B84/22
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lped to bring about collective hergaining between the U of T

es and the academic employees at that great educational laustitution.
rected the work and helped td uwnlonlze state and municipal employees
d to be ilptroduced in the General Assembly legislation designed to

blic employees to enter into & contractual relationghlp wlth govern-

»dies including echool boards.

(p) T J$ppose your maln.funﬂﬁiOnjnthe Federabion has been your work with the
legislaﬁure in Springfield. What would you say have been your major accompllsh-

nents 13

11inois State Federakion of Iabor.

this reapect?

(S) R@%?dial and beneficial labor legislation is the aim, purpose, and objective

of the
ensotuen
freedom,
the ri
and pea
was no
regarde
The sam

Oyr mp.jor accomplishment was the

it of the Imjunction Limitation Bill which meant an extensim of

liberty, and eduality in the econowic field. Tt gave wage earners

't to exercilse the Constitutionsl gusrantees of free press, free speech
eful aseembly when they were out on strike just the same as when there
trike.

The Bill which outlawed the yellow-dog contracts can also he
as a major accomplishment in the T4éld of human freedom and human right.
is true of bhlind pensions and mothexr pensions legislation. The

Workmen

the enti

3 Compensation and Occupational Diseases Act, the Woman's Bight-Hour

e Soclal Security program of old age assistance, old age pensions,

Dy B:U,J_ﬁ the One Day of Rest in Seven Bill, a Pexrmlssive Free Text-Book ILaw,

and unen
these by

loyment insurance benefits, and dozens of othexr labor bills. All of
ls were prepared, piresented and supported by The Presldent of the

IlllnDlﬁ State Pederation of Iabor. There i8 no exceptmou.

(D) Youl
you noti

ave dealt with a conpsideraeble number of different governors. Have

ed any differences in your relatlons with them?

(8) Co trary to the current opinlon, labor was never popular in 1egislat1Ve
hails. 'gs the begilnning of our legislative activity, one could feel the

psycholg
every ¢

againstieach and every proposal, regardless of its need and merit.

better
toride
rights

were pas
I serve
lewis

1938, I

f labor at the outset are still 4n that frame of mind.
200 or mb
of them{were ever supported by either management or the public press.
sed over the opposition.of labox's enemies,

nerson, and Henry Horner.
have worked with (overnbérs Green, Stevenson, and Stratton.

Strange as it may seem the public press opposed

They helped to raise the ugly cry of Socialism
Things are
w, of course. No attempt 1s made to tar and feather labor leaders or
em out of town on o rdil; but the forces thet were anbagonist to the
out of the
re bllis helpfulitg werklpg people and enacted during my time not one
They
Tn angwgr to your question,
in the Illinois General Assembly undexr Frank O. IE:E@ len Small,
Since leaving the House of BepresentatiVes in
A1 of these

of opposition.
alative propossal -

governors when theyfinally understood the problems confronting working peocple

honestl;

tried to help them, do something worthwhile for them. They signed the

labor leglslation which I have yeferred to in this interview.

(D) Apdrt from legislative matters, what proportion of your time is devoted

to public relatlons and public service activities?
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virtue of the fact that I am president of the State Federation of

+ Labor, I'have been called upon to serve on a vast number of state commlsslons

and publfc committees,

This I have been able to do succegsfully because

commlssi'n and commlttee work of this character does not contlict with my duties

a8 a lab r official .

psople &
because
true be

(D) T wo
" bodies th

)

145

(s) T se
chaxacten

during the
the State War Council.

kopowm as

(D) Goln
recall ju

¢tivity often brings out the need for legislation.

In fact most of 1t is related bo the welfare of working
I have felt honored and proud to serve
I am of course &
ver in legislation designed to correct Bhe evils in industry.

a our citizeunship generally.

nder, Reub, 1f you could indicate the names of aome of the public
ét you have sexved on as a representative of the Federation of Iabor?

;ve& on & number of plaming commissions and public committees of that

|and also served on the State Couneil of Defense under Governor Green
Cold War period, This comuission finally wes evolved into what is
And & vapt number of other public agencies.

back to a question that T asked earlier, I wonder if you could
8t what took place in the Pederation at the time that John Walker

Was invol ed in problems with the Mlné(dox‘kers Union?

(8) The

néworkers had developed a very strict procedure with respect to

governxnthhetr varlious jurisdlctions and somehow they had given to the offlcers

of the Uﬂ;

or disagn
jurisdict
of the md

ted Miné@orkers tyemendous power. When enything happened to dbeswrong
deable in“some section they followed the practice of setting up a
tonal govermment. This happened in the State of Tllinols, and some

labor unii

ers rebelled sgaingt that procedure. Facts in the case are that
ns ought to be flexible; the United Mlné@orkers ought to be flexible

2

enough %o
flexible
But a set

,v

pernlt dlsagreements without a separatio In fact they ought to be -
nough so that you could even have an exp1051on without a separatvion.
Ap wes arranged in the State of Illinois that was not setisfactory to

- all of thé miners and the group that John H. Walker was identlfied with sort of

formed a
with the
his group

)ew miner's union, ot least it was a dual organizatlon of juwiw € V& ,
esult thet John H. Welkexr felt that he ought to resign and stay with -
It was no fault of his at all. It was Just one of those things

that sometlmes occur in labor orgenizations, and he remained with his crowd that

shifting
occurreaed *

f members into some splinter groups oftentimes occurs, and has often
n the miner's union. And they have no way of dealing with it except

to expel them when 1t occurs, snd he stayed with the expelled crowd and was

compelled|

|to resign from the State presidency.

|
(p) Dnla hiB members leave the Federstion then, the State Federation?

(8) Yes,
laft the

(D)

(8) Yes,
a sick in
important
 fact that

%
2

ahlarge group of the United Mineworkers followed John H. Walker an&
state Federation of Labox. .

So thﬁt there was counsiderable dropping off in mewbers at that tlme because
of that? |

at that time the mining industry was a--1 sometimes refer to it as
ustry, sort of a vanishing industyy. It is still however, a vexy
industry, but gradually fading out i the Stete of Tllinols, and the
thexe was 0 much: unemployment, and idle miners created a great deal
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| of uneasin!ss, and disturbance and dissatisfaction with The result that we
had thege gplinter Tactions in the miners unlon here in the State of Tllinois
during thay period. Walker was identified with one of them. His loyalby to the
mineworkers and his friends in the mineworkers took him out of the State Federa%xon
of Isbor.

(D) pld tte Progressive Mipers join the Stete Federation at any time?

(8) tes,
willing to

‘the temperament of John L. lewis was such ab times that he wvas

take on a scrap with almost anybody; he's willing ‘to fight the .

employer or anybody else, and even to fight his assowates in the labor woxld.

The result

conveptionl

Wag that John ILewlis walked out of the Federation at the San Francisco
When he left the couvention the Progressive Mineworkers came

back into the ATL,.

(D) Ana ﬁ1en those people came into the State Federation of Iabor.

(8) Jobn L Tewls had been .quarrelling with the officexs of the American

Federation

‘of Yabor. He was then a membey of the execubive council. John L.

Iewis was Opposed to the Taft-Hartley law, and had good reasons for it., He

wanted hig

theory th
missive 1

assoclates on the Executive Council to disregard the law on the
if all the unions disregarded the law which happens to be a per-
7, then the law would naturslly become obsolete and unworkable. He

got to quairgling with the members of the Executlve Council over that issue.
And becauﬁe they wouldn®t follow hls prograw and his way of meeting the situabion

he walked

(D) wWhet kind of man was John Walker?

(8) John E Wolker was a lovable character.

out of the comvention of the AFL at San Frencisco.

Did you know him pretty well?

He wae intensely human and was

probably'cne of the best orgapizers that the United Mine Workers had at ane time.

Sort of ai

;evangelist vhen it comes to carrying forward the o’oory of labor and

the true history and story of labor by the way has neally‘neﬁév'been writhen;
and'certaiply couldn®t be written without referring to the contribution thet

was made
time that
the Fede

¥ the United Mine Woxkers and people like John H. Walker. During the
he served the Federation of Labor, he was interested in building w
tion but he also reteined his loyalty to the United Mine Workers.

And he felt that when the time ddme to make a cholee between the United Mine

;

© Workers and the Illinois State Federation of Iabor that all of the experience

that he
everythln

United Mine Workexs.
ﬁo John H. Walker personslly.

bhppened
(D) Dla h

(8) No, 1
He worked
perlod of
John H.
purposes
4o years.
- certainly
the field

d had and all the training that he hed goined during his lifetime end
that had come to him that was good, he stated, had come from the
He was going back to them, snd he didn't care much what

e spend as much time on legislative metters as you daid?

the Federation was smaller then. He had a great deal of imegivation.

out & progrsm of U7 bills and these bills have been passed over this
years in some form. Not in the foxrm that they were worked out by

ker, but the motion, or the substance of the bill, the aims aend

if these 4T bills have been enacted into law in some foxm .during thege

S John H. Walker had a lot of imegination. The Federation is

Indebted to him for this program of legislation. He was a pioneer in

of legislation as well as in the field of unioniem.
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(D) Well) now, when you say these 47 bills, he sat down at one time and actually
set oulb these L7 bills that he thought ought to be gottent

(8) vWhen
ne Lo bec
President
period of

I Tirst met John H. Walker, he ceme to the city of Btreamtor and wsnted
ome interested in leglslative work snd he told me that he had been the
of. the United Mine Workers of Tllinols for 6 years, and during that
time he had worked out this program of 47 bills, and he felt that with

the fine §rguments that we have that that legislation could be enacted if they
had sameo?e on the floor of the house that could present these controversgisl bills

without antagonizing people and without making people mad.

And he turned thet

whole lis? of bille over 4o me after I was elecbed to the House of Representstblves.

(p) T wol
of the great figures in &be Illinois labor.

Tlinois

(8) Olan
actlve in
He took a
He served

der if you could say a 1ittle more about Vicbor Olander who was one
How did Olender get imto the
tate Federstion picture, do you reeall that story?

er wae a Seaman, and was an officer of the Seamen's Union. He was
the Chicago Federation of labor and in ‘the labor movement generally.
particular interest in the I1linois Sﬁg&; Federation of Isbor. <k
in the capacity of Secretary-Tressurerysome 35 years. Defeated a man

by the na?e of Arthur from the City of Peorie and became the Secretary-Treasurer
I

of the

(D) What
President

(8) of c
and gene
of Tabor.i

Llinoie Btate Federation of Iabor.
are the diffevent jobs that the Secretary does compared to the
of the Federation, handles? ‘

\urse all of the recoxds and wailiug out of notlces for per capite tax
L office Qubies are carried on by the Secretary of the State Federati on
That is the place where we keep brack of 8l)) the details that have ©o

do with the activities of a great organization such as the IIlinois State Federation

of Iabor.|

We slso produce a weekly Newsletter, the items and articlee, stories

for the weekly Wewsletter are prepared and arranged in the Chicego office under

the supe

activitie

ision of the Secretary-Treasurer. The President of course has the

.respcnSibtlity and it i8¢ a heavy responsibility, of supervising all of these

, and he spends one day & week in the City of Chicago in order to

keep iun close contact what happens to be tremspiring in the Seeretary-Tredsurer's

office.

e Secretary~Treasurer and the President are co-editors of our weekly

Newsletter which 1s the official publication of the Tllinols State Federation of

vy LaboxL

partoer,
requires

Our Executlve Board has slso permitted the President to have his
he Secretary-Treasurer, join with him in legislative work. It really
wo people to watch the two houses when they are in session. 8o evexy

legislatibe~session the Secretary-treasurer and the President work together for
legislati#e objectives. ' ‘

(p) In I!

inols we have this Agreed-Bill Process on legislation like Workmen's

Compensatron. What role do you play in that process?

|

evolved i1

the Btate of Tlinols. At one tilme just the representatives of labor

(8) Wéll% it's a matter of strategy with reapect to the procedure thet we have

and the representatives of the employexr would get together, aund try to work out

an agreed
Iabor I n
- while ‘the

in these conferences.

bill. After I became President of the Tllinols State Federation of
fused to meet with the employer on Workmen's Compensation matierg
legislature was in sesslon, unless the legislature wae represented
Following that we worked out e procedure of heving

repredentatives of' lebor sort of get together and incorporate in vhet T term a
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very stiff bill all of the things desired by the representatives of labor im
the state|of Mlinois. This rather stiff bill is presented to the General
Assembly.| We kmow thet it cannot be epncted but itk referred usvally to the
Comnittee| of Judicisry and the employers they appear before thet committee and

. ‘the represautatlve of labor appeaxr before the i commitiee and they charge of
course thﬁt type of legislatlon can't be passed, that it would be too costly for
industry to try to meet the demands provided for in such legislation; and they

- thems elvqs usuglly axe agreeable to have a comultbtee from the judieiary committee
appointed to take charge of the conferences between the representatives of labor
‘and the ‘epresantatives of the employer. As a matter of fact the Workmen's
Compensatlon and Occupational Disease legislation is so complicated that it woudd
take the |lentire time of the Judiciary Committee of both houses to consider-sll of
the details of proposals that are involved in that type of legislation. So the
Comnitbeg is very glad to eppoint e subcommitbee and they usually instruct the
subcommlitee to take a hold of the situation mnd have the representatives of
1abor and the. répresentatives of the employers meet under theiyr supervision,
The pl’oc dure works out very well because when the representstives of labor and the
employer start to clash on some given point the subcommitiee from the Judiciary
Committeis of the House and Senste usually make s decision for us, and in that
way twe attaln what is known as an Agreed Bill. There are some people that say
that that 1s ‘s wrong procedure, but it is really a proper legislative procedure.
A1l of it takes place under the superv:x.sion of the Subccmmitbee of the Judlciary
Comnltieemol the House and Senatbe.

(D) T wbnden Reub,if you could, ®exhe¥sd . give us e picture of just Wt it
means to| be the President of a big Orgenization like the Federation of labor,
glve something of & picture of whabt you would @& during a typilcal week. Vhat:
kinds of!activity you would carry on. Could you for example take amyg peiriod
that was! particularly representative and describe for us almost on a dsy-to-day
basis the sort of things you did, so we dan build up a plcture of what it weans
to be the President of ‘the Illlnoms State PFederabion of Ilsbor.

(8) Sdmetimas I think it's somewhat similar to trying 1o operate a large machine
of some 'kind. You have to know just what button to touch to get the best results.
In the flI’S‘t} place we have a vast pumber of pleces of corregpondence that come
into the President's office. Sometimes they'll run as high as 85 pieces of
correspondence In the day. So I devote my moruings pretty much to taking care
of the qox‘respondence. No letter remeins in my office more than one day if T
can help it. ©So that these people who take time out to write to me have an
opportunity to have & reply. Then we have a nutber of me etings that we have to
take care of. The Executlve Board meets rather frequently, and we have to be
preparad to take care of many matters that come before the Board. The Executive
Board has the power to act foxr the Federation, between conventions, and many.
natters! are digposed of by the Execubive Board at oun wmeetings . Then too, there
are g number of invitatlons.. Next week we will have a testimonisl dinner in honor
v of @Qm,()h;amberlain, the newspaper man, that will be held here in the Cl“by of
Sprlngfield. There will also be a testimonisl dinner Tor Fabher IFohni 3. Brockmeyer
and we' re going to have two meetings next week with the z‘epresenta‘hives of the
CIO; we|have been called ium o a meebing by the Executive Councile” Willism
McFetridge and Dave McDonald of the Execubive Council of the AFL-CIO will teke
charge of these meetingg, or conferences between the CIO and the representatives
of ‘the State Pederation of Iabor. These confereces gre +to meet two days next week
in the Palmer House iu Chicago, and so 1t goes. ‘Thexre Isn't a single week butb
vhat they there are two or three invitations to dinners, and meetings, and things
of that| kind and I twry to devote my week-ends to that sort of activity. Toe first
.. ithreag da,yﬁt of the week are put in pretty much at the Springfield offlce. TFriday,

\
I
h
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of course; I spend in the Chicago'office

Aﬂ
(D) How Often, for ezample “do you see the governor during the yesr?

(s) Wéll; I presume ot least once a mopth you meet him either at some social
function, or he may invite me over there. The facts of the case are timt the
matter which is now pending before the lawmakers In this state the relief of the
unemployed and the posslibllity of s special session, I discussed with the
governor of Tllinois as long as four months ago, it was ln January when he ipvited
me over to telk this matter over. We have approximately a helf a billion dollars
that has been checked off by the federal government and credited to the State of
Nlinois for the unemployed people of this state; and the unemployment beneflts
are pald for entirely by the employer. The federsgl govermment collects that
money from industry and credits it to the state of Illinols and the uwemploysd

. people receive it don't you see. The thing that the governor was conceroed about
was the unemployed pecple who had received thelr full 26 weeks of benefit and
was thinking about how to take cave of th®! My suggestion to him at that time
was thet he had sufficient money to take care of them ¥or 26 weeks and that tie
addltional 13 weeks 1if that sort of thing can.be¢enacted in 'a special session,

- should algb*be\taken from thet half a bililon dollars because ‘the money is there.
And that's cash relief, and that's what I belleve in.

(p) Has,he ipdicated anyxposmtlon on that yet?

(8) well, be' s still a 1little Aubjous sbout it because the State of Illinois is
in failly good shape, He may make & decision within the next two or three weeks,
T've been hoping that he would because he will +then try to extend the 26

weeks of beneflt 13 weeks more which would mske it 39 weeka. That's a gain

of 50 per cent. You kpnow, Goveraor Stratton by the way, I think I ought to
mention him favorably because many people have had an idea that he hasn't been
the type of governor that he should be. Yet, so far as lebor is concerned, we
have pecurea more out of him during the same perdiod of time than we have any
previous governor. For exemple, in the Occupational Diseases act we made that

a mandatory ach; prior to the last session of the Genersl Assembly it was merely
= pexmiaéive law, or voluntary sort of a law thet the employers could use if they
wanted td, or avold the provisions of the Act 1f they so degired. Four years
and a half ago we received an increase in the Workmen's Compensation Act and
Qccupational Diseases Act of 15.2 per cent, and two years ago We recelved sn
increase of 18.3 per cent, and in the last session of the General Assembly we
received an increase &f 15 per cent in the benefits of both laws, with the result
that there 15 an increase of 50 per cent in the benefits of these two laws durlng
the past four yesrs and a helf, which I state is the largest increage that we've
ever secured from any'governor during that period of time, fowr yesrs aund a half.

(D) Whaﬁ world yow say were your main problems during the thirties? ap President?

(s) -we1m, I'd say that unemployment caused, the greatest troubls that we were
confronted with. 1In fact, I sincerely believe out of forty years of active work
in the labor world that unemployment causes all of the econamlc trouble thet we
‘have, If we ot keep our people employed, everything s else geems To work out
some way, in a fairly satisfacto;g;yay. But when folks are unemployed and home
conditions become bad, and 2 in a terrible state of mind; there's no

income there; then things are really bad. And that's the thing that has caused
the only real %rouble that I've been confronted with during my entlre forty years.
ot )
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If that problem of unemployment can be solved. And by the way I tried one time
: to find out juet how to solve it. A great President of the University of

v Tllinois by name of Jaggses came to the city of Springfield to plead for legis-
lation %o for appropriations for his universliy and while he was talking to the
appropriations compittee he mentioned something about the economic situation.
I -thought. I'd ask him a few questions, so I sajid, "President Jagmes, why is it,
with all of these institutions of learning snd all of these trained minds tha*
we have been umeble to vork out some plan where things could run Smooth, dedercds
smoother than they're rumning. Why 1s it that we have to bave these periods of
depression, pud periods of prosperity. Why can't we have some plen worked oub
by these trained minds that would keep things running smooth all the time 7"
Well, he said, one man could do it. Of course in our country, we don't want that
form of gbvernment. That was his answer, we don't went that type of government .
in these United States, and so we have all these various difficulties Yo overcome.
But weé do overcome them in the American way, which meens consultation and it means
conferences, and it means honest effort to meet ‘the problems as they arise and
you do it not by issuing directives or by setting up a dickator, you do it by
agreement, between the various groupe that constitibe: the citizenship of this
great country and it is a blessed land.

(D) Is there much that The State Federation can do in this ares do you think?
The area of dealing with unemployment,

(8) Wéll, ve serye ‘ong great purpoge in letting folks know quickly what the
situation is. In the State Federation of Labor we do not have s sclentific
way of analyzing the economic situation, but we know what the conditlons aire’
in each industry because in the State Federation of Lsbor, the unione pay
only upon the members that ave working. And we could count quickly when things
becene bad in the motion picture industry becauvge they begen to pay on less
members with respect to their mobion pleture operators than their stage hands
don't you see. We can tell when the industry goes bad because they only pay
on the menibers that are working. And in that way we find out sdwmk quickly what
the situgtion Is. . It's not a sclentiflc way of enalyzing the situation but it's
' ‘about ag acomrate as the sidentific methods that are used by the great econaalists
in this country. I can tell by looking at the recelpts, the per caplta taxes paid
what the conditions are in any craft that is affiliated with the Illinois State
Pederation of Iabor. We serve that purpose of kepping the public agencies
informed snd of course when they.are alerted we expect them to do something about
.meeting the situation apnd usually they do if we press owr claims herd enough.

(D) Whaﬁ does an dffili&tea union benefit, out of the Federatlon. Why should a
local union pay dues to the Federavion, what's the advantage would you say?

(8) Well, it's the only agency through which‘ggwggn work together for legislation.
The leglslatlva accomplishmenta of course sp for themselves. They benefit both
the unorganized and the organized alike, sad®only costs %0 cents a year per member
to belopg to the Tilinois State Federation of Iabor. And for that 40 cents they
receivéaﬁw%housand fold. The State Federation of Isbor when they increase the
benefits of ‘the Workmen's Gompensation Act they placed millions of dollars in ‘the
pockets of working people thet otherwise would ro% have reached thelr pockets.
During the past year there were 52,000 accidents in the state of Tllinois that
were compensated under the Workmen's Compensstion Act. Many of them were fatalities.
And we of ¢course are tyying to secure legislation and have secured some to prevent
accidentd and save lives, bubt the thing that I referred to just a few minutes ago,
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. the increase in the Workmen's. Compensation Act of over 50 per cent Wl 1l benefit
these 52,000 people that met with accidental injuries last year.

(D) You would regard Worlmen's Compensetlon as one of the major legislatlve
achievenents of the Federation., What about some other--?

(8) It all depends upon the--the--if you want to get into the field of human
freedom. , Then of course the restricting of the courts 4gainet the oppressive
injunction methods that they hewse applied in the past would be the outstandlng
achievement. But with respect:: to actually putting money in the pockets of

working pecple, then the unemployment insurance legislatlon, the Workmen's
Compensation leglslation, and the Occupational Disemse legislation leads because

it does as T stated before, put millions of dollars annually in the pockets of The.t
people that never reached their pockets prior to the enactuent of this legislatlon.
(D) Now.on the-human freedom side, were there any laws that you éiebedrthrOth

the leglslatlon which had a2 significant impact?

(8) Yes. The Ingunctlon.Iamltatlon Bi11. You see prior to the enactment of that'
bill they'lﬁsuea these restysining orders promiscuously. They lssued eight of
then one: tlme against me.

(b) Wh@g was this?

(S) When I was @ member of the House of Representatives, they made bthat
tremendous wistake to mmke include me as one of the principals in this injunction
proceduré. Tt was during the 1921 Open. Shop fight in the city of Streator,
which wes similaxr to what they're trying to carry on now, only they b changed
the naxe to right to work, at that time they called it the American - They
always -sécurel some fancy misleading nsme. The objective of course is to wesken
the orgenizationgand to destroy them. I recall that I stood on the f100£%§£ e
House waving these elght injunctions and explaived to my colleagues over ,thet
apparently I'm not a full citizen. I'm pexmitted to vote, I'm permitted to
represent my district, but I'm denied the right to walk dowmn certain atreets and
to talk gbout & strike situstion in my et home town. And they also stabed in
the injunctions that I'm denled the privilege of coercing people, and I never
coerced anybody, or intihidated sSnybody or slugged enybody. That was put in there
merely to destroy my gool nsme. All of that was done because I was a member of
the Typographical union. And if I couldn't exercise my rights of free press and
free speéch and peaceful agsembly, I wasn't a full citizen. And that type of
argument: passed the injunebion limitatbions bill.

(D) Do you rémember the date, the year?

(s) 1925. It was the most interesting ® legislative procedure that ever
heppened- T think, over there. The injunction limitation bill ceme up some time
during the month of April, and 1t got some Tk vobtes, and I postponed consideration
ot the bill because 9§ we needed T7 votes to passg the legislation at that time.
And then T brought 1t up again some time during the month of May and it got 73
votes, T sat doen and analyzed the two roll calls. And I found over two roll
calls that 7T people had voted for the bill, but I couldn't get 77 people at

one time. That meant that one group of people voted for the bLIll in April; bed
refused to vote for it im May. Another group of peaple voted for it in May, but
had refused to voted for 1t in April, but they stayed under that 77, the consti-
tutional majority. Well, we. took the 1egi51atiou ‘then over into the Tllinoise
Senste and Len Smell was the governor of Illinois. I vwent down to the Governdx's
office,kkm and I was friendly with Governor Smaell, and I requested him to call
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his group, or his, T think T used the word gang, in the Tllinois Sepate, and
urged them to pass the Injunction Limitation Bill, see. 'The Sepatoxs over there
are 1ikely to psss 1t because they'll say 1t's been killed twlce in the House
and for that reason it can't pass. But Governor, here are the two roll cells, and
on the two roll cills, I had 77 votes. I think if the Benamte bill will come over
with all of this information and the argupment that T have fox this type of legis~
lation, I thiok that we could pass it., . And he amiled ab me, and he said all right.
And lo and behold, the Ilinols Senste passed the Injupnction Limitations Blll.

' Aud it came over to the house of Representatives es a Senate Bill, and after a

: M%R&Gas fight on the floor of the House that lasted some two hours, the bhill
finally got 77 votes and the tenseness and the type of leglslative fight that it
was was 5o exciting that the menmbers on both sides, both thoee who voted for the
bill and those who voted against the bill, somehow km started to cheers The House
wae 8 bedlam. “he Speaker couldn't get order. He tried several times to gavel
the thing into some senblance of decor but failed entirely apd he had to adjourn
the Tllinois House of Represeptatives. T'§ say it was the. greatest laho® victory
in the ﬁ%@@-.% aX s B

(D) During the Depression years, what were you most concerned about in the way
of legisletion?

(8) Well, I was concerned about tax relief. I never liked commbssaries, apd the
distribution of food,camdea disturbingkhing, it can arouse the animosity of
people that are victimized by the Depression, and when people are unemployed, they
do some thinking, and many of them feel that they're the victims of somebody's
greed., ‘They are easily exc¢ited, I wanted cash relilef and I thought the unemploy-
ment insursnce method was the most sengible method that could bgt&worked,; out. I
had trouble getting some of my own associates o join with me inu,\securlf»g wnenploys
nmert insursnce. T paid Paul H. Douglas a visit at the University of ITllinois,

T should say the University of Chlcago, and redquested him %o Join with ne in
pleading before these comnittees for the sdvancement of unemployment lusurance
legislation and he came down to Springfield and Paul Douglas apd myself stood up
£ before those commititees and battled it through both the House and the Senate
Hels entitled to a great deal of credit.

(D) Heve you found since the thirties much of a change in the atiitudes of the
employey, Yepresentatives that you've been dealing with, the menufacturiee associ-
ations;, and so on? . ‘

(8) Well, they grudgingly and reluctantly make concessions. Somehow #&5 through
zemr Federal legislation I have been vatille to definitely provide legislation Rk
the labor movement and labor activitles legel dn%oyoudse, Constitutional. As a
result of thet the employerg & compelled to respech fhs law. The Wagner
labor-Relations Act; and the Iabor Relations Boawd Ugs#PE)inder the Taft-Hartley
Act makes it impossible for the employer to awvold enbtirely meeting with the
representatives of lebor. And as long as they will meet with us, 1T they'll meet
often endughiwith us 20 they understand our problems and our diffieculiles, we can
meke some. progress. ‘foday too we have wys of finding cut what profit these
industries are making. I served for a long time on the Ford Foundation repre-
senting the American Federation of Iabor. Some time ago they had sceumulated over
a half a HMillion dollers.that they didn't seem 1o know what to do with. And '
finally decided %o turn thet money over to the colleges and the hospitals. And
there wasn't any strings attached except with respect to the colleges; there some
of that money had to be used %o increase the asslaries of the teachers apd the
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ingtructors or the educators. in the colleges. T srgued that the money really
belonged to the people that had produced the tractors and the Ford cars, and thab
it was withheld wagee and ought to be pald to them, that 1f they didn't want to
do that they at least ought to eut the price of tractors and Ford cars to the
copsuming public. Well, they listened very polltely to what I had to say and
then went ahead with thelr program of giviung this money to the hogpitals and to
the colleges., Which &f course is a laudeble thing to do but at the same time ve
have ways today of finding out with our own economists and our own people,
sometimes professors from universities and other pleces help us, and I ought to
state too that the Catholic faith, the Bishopsiin'ithat falth are economiste and
they oftentimes will provide a plen or they will gp¥mm provide suggestloms or
they will give you the benefit of a vast information about economic matters.

So the labor movement does have someone on their side, and we do get this
information. And facte are stubborn bdhings. ecmehow. We've been making progressg
by makimg uweing the argumenta that they afford to make things better for those
who labor. ' .

(D) Heve you ever given consideration to setting wp a research department
for the State PFederatlon? :

(8) well, we,four attorneys and the legal depsrtwent of course. In fact we have
some 6 or 7T attorneys that work with us that really glve us the benefit of

their use: without charging the Fedération anything, because they work with

some of these laws, the Occupational Diseases Iaw, the Yorkmen's compensation Act
the Upemployment Insursnce ILay.and so on, so they are willing to give us the
benefit of thed r EXP61LEHCG,/%Q know where the act is weak, where we ought to
patehitt up, and all of that. We have no research division and we have no

public relations division either. And if there ever wes an lustitution that
needed that eort of thing i*=® the movement of labor.

(p) Why don't you have it?

(8) Because the cost is prohibitive. We baven't been able-- We do have the
benefit of the agenciles of that type that are set up by the International unions
and we do have the benefit of the services of expert people in that field on
the part of the parent body, the AFL and the CIO, but stabte federations of labor
rarely heve that sort of thing. We've been thinking about securing the services
of an educational director and have glven scme thought to that. But no personal
‘relatlons agency and no practical economist has been secured. s’ AN 4

(D) What about the war period, Reub, this was an 3 period in the 1ll1fe
of the country. How did it affect the Federation and its operations?

(S) Well, the only timenthat we @isobeyed any of the suggestions with respect
to the war effort was a reguest that was made that we discontinue our conventions.
And

(D) who mede that request? .

(8) Well, the request was made by some of the people thab»—controls;g the wax
activities, but T didn't want to do that because we needed the contimuity of
conventiong action every year, and we felt that if we didn't have the card:c to
gét: to the convention city that we'd somehow welk Lo the gnvention cmty; and
if they didn't have the hotel accommodations to take care of us that we'd s€t up
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avtenb on Lake~Pepria, or some other place and hold our conventions as we did

in the past. The continuiby of conventions has been held by the Illinols State
Federabion of labor for 76 consecublve years, and the officers of 8 State
Federatlon of Iebor, copscientious officers, they need that convention. We need
to get together once a year to talk with our membership, to teke action on the
things that are needed for the membership, and to review the things that have
developed during the past year, It glves the officers of the State Federation of
Labox an enthusiastic group of people in every industrial commmity familier wvith
the activities of the State Federation of Iabor and that helps us to bring ebaut
and coxréct the evils that we are confronted with and in wartime some things
develop that do harass people and dlsturb people and the Federstion 1s called
upon to straighten them oub. We hadl: splendid relations with all of the war
agencies, in fact as I stated before, I served under Governor Green on the War
Council, the Tllinols Wer Council, and prior to that time on the Tllinois
Council of Defense, and it was that Council that iniltiated all of the blackouts
and dimouts, brownouts, and when there was & shortage of work in some activity,
we found same place vwhere some people were unemployed, we made it our businees
to have the governmental contracts assigned to those communities and we kept air
people busy. We worked along that if we had any idle person vho was skilled

and there was a Job someplace for him in same war industry he was transferyed to
that. We carried on an endlees program helpful to the goverpment and helpful to
the war itself. I might state in this comnectlon that there was one agency
known 88 the SeaBees made up entirely of union people. They were the folks that
would fix up the air port so that these at these militery bases, don't you see,
do all of the rough work that was needed to set up barracks, and things of that .
type to aqcommodate the soldiers.

(D) You were ssying sbout the war effort, were there any particwlar legislative
or other issues that the Federation was partlcularly'ooncerned with Y those

| years? \ : ‘bwm?*a

(8) Yes, we supported every plece of legielation that was designed to advance
the military possibilities of the United States. And contributed our time and
our effort to populerfizing that sort of thing. And after the wer was over,
I«belmev&y, here in the state of Illinols, te proposal wes made to provide a
bonus for those who wore the uniform during the Koreen conflict, And the first -
attempt made to pass that sort of bonus legislation falled, but in the last
segslon of the General Assembly the Illinols labor movement in % response to the
. request that was made to 1t by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and others, we under-
took to push that legislation and we ¥Were successful.in having it enscted. It
rovides $10 a month for those that wore the uniform during that conflitt, and
100 additiopal for those that actually saw combat in the service, and 1t provides
= $1000 for the dependents of those who made the supreme sacrifice. That piece
-of legislation was passed, I think, under the pressure of the labor movamexnt
more than any other agency, and as a recognition of that particulariservice
rendered by the Federation of Iabor the Disabled War Veterams under the
Comprander Warren Wright held & testimonial dimner in Chicago same five or six
months ago gave me a citation because of the service rendered to those who
wore, niform$ during the Korean conflich.

(D) Reub, I stppose a majority of your members are in the Chicago area?
(8) No. No, that's a surprising thipg, I'd say that probably 55 per cent of

them are in the Chicago area, U5 per cent downstete. Again we judge that by
the revepue that comes in. I hety. the Chicago ghw office check up at one time
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and ‘then the surprising thing wes that the C}u,cago 'brade unionists, they only
contributed sbout $750 & year more than the downetate trade unionlsts, so that's
about the way that it runs. They do have more trade union pecple in Cook
County than they do in the other 101 counties, and it's about on that basis.

(D) You mean not 81l of those unions belong to the Federation.

(8) No, we have 3300 units, or unlons, central bodles, district councils, d““l'
local uvnions of the AFI, variebty in the State of Illinois, and we have about 2200
of them affiliated with the State Federation of labor, We do have a membership

of about 800,000 people. .

(D) Why don*t the others belong?

(8) Well, T'm mystified myself at times, they-=- T hate to use the word

they chisel off the State Federation of Iabor. Newspapers announced yesterday
that the Teamsters who are not now part of the State Federation of Iabor heve

a membership of 140,000 people. In Tact brother Ray Shipling up there expressed
surprise that the Teamstera had increased thelr memberhipd 8,000 people in
Nlinols, when some of the unions were losing members and other unions were
losing mﬁmbers, but he said he had a total now of 1hk,000. Well, even when they
vwere. members of the State Federation of Iabor, they'n¢ver paid dues on more than
50,000 people.

4 pay only partially on the membership that they heve. On the electrical ,
¢ Workers Unlon the city of Chicago , that its members are engaged in the work
of produecing parts for radios. This organization has 30,000 members. They
ray oun only a thousand members in the State Pederaticn of Iabor. About 93 per
.of the organizations however pay on their full memberhips. Those who
ere working. But there are sbout 7 per cent of them that do mot.

(D) You of courge havé no power, you don't really make any check, a8 to--

(8) ' No, they specify the number of members thet are working, and then they
Py on that number, ITit's enbtirely up to them. I'd say 93 per cent of ‘them make
an honest o to the PFederation.

(D) Are the central bodies under the jurisdtetion of the State Federation or
are they subject to control fram the pational...?

(s) A1l central bodies including the State Federgbign pf Labor are chartered by
. the parent body, the AFL-CIO. So we have no realy over them, although they
are affildated with us and are a psrt of the State Federation of Isbor.
We have.84 of them, regular central bodles, we have about B0 more Bullding
Trades Councils kimk and Allled Printing j‘md@s Counclls, State Conference
. organizations. ‘They're all centralébeds Lttt :

{D) Do you find that the unions from the Chicago area have different interests
in the Federation than the downstate?

(8) Well, it varies some. In some ways we find that there 1s confllct and
thatts true too, of the legilslative Field. Sometimes kkwy a proposal that fits
into fhir = certain section of the state s not acceptable to another sectlon of
the state, and oftentimes the proposalsyare presented to the Stabe Federation of
ILabor are not really acceptable to other sections xk of the state than the one
that 1t came fram, or that the representative who introduced the resolution came
from. And the result ie that those kind of resolutlone where there ig counflict
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are usually referred fo the Executive Board to try to work out some sort of a

solubion.. And we usually find one.
(D) Can you glve me an example of that hc-&r}r%%}e-aeﬁbineg%% What sort of
thing you have in mind, where thexe's a different p01nt of vievy.

(8) Well, the, T think the matter of extending terms of the officers at one
time was looked upon as a controversial measure. It became necessary in ordex
to yemove the elections from the election year of tlemembers of the General
Assembly, to change the number of years or the term of office of the officers
of the State Federation of Labor. That matter was referred to the Executive
Board. Also the method of electing officexs in our convention, resolutions
that have to do with that--we elect by referendum vote in Tllinois every member
of the Illinois State Federation of ILabor is azmigum® entitled to a ballot

and has an opportunity to vote for the officers that he so desires. Sometimes
those who are opposed to ‘the referendum ballot will bring in a resolution proposing
to use the convention method of electlng officers. Those matters are usurlly
referred to the Executive Bomrd. '

(D) Reub,'as you think back over the years that you have been President of the
Pederation, who would you say were among the outstending personalities in the

. labor movement? Who are the men whom you feel heve made the msjor contributions
since, say, 1930, 1931% '

(S) Well, if you go back to 1924 the year that Samuel CGompers died, he ought to
be included, he comes within the period of time that T have Xfigzj\Fhe labor
movenent . - .

(D) The State of Illinois, within the operations of the Federation.
(8) Well; of course, John H. Walker and Edwin R. Wright.
- (D) vhat about Wright?

- (8) Wright was a Temlmx Printer by trade and served the Federation as President
for eight years prior to John H. Walker's time. Victox Olander who outshines
most of us, he was the greatest amongek us when he was alive, and active.
Matthew Woll who became a great natiomal figure and who really directed the
affalra, the controversial things within the AFI, econventiouns from the time that
Samuel Gompers died in 1924 until the death of Matthew Woll two years ago.

(D) Wes Woll an T1linois man?

i’
(S)d Ch, yes, heig belonged to the Photogngravers Union and he§6 an Tllinois
product.

(D) Did he take any part in State Federation affairs?

(8) TIn the early days he was one of the most actlve members of the ILlinois
State Pederation of Labor, John Fitzpatrick, President of the Chicago Pederation
of ILabor and Ed Noeckels &ﬁﬁgﬁfvery outstanding delegateg and very prominent in
labor ectivities during the earlier days. Also g very remarkable personality by
the neme of Oscar Nelson. He was the vice president of the Chicago Federation of
Labor and who .was, the leader in the City Counecil of Chicago under the regimes of
Williem Hales Thoigon; and then of course we had people like Agnes Nestor, the
wonderful, 1ady'who devoted hexr time to promoting the welfare of women workers in
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Tllinols, and who had much t6 do with the enactment of the Woran's Eigh?-Hbur
Isw. Mrs. Allen who was her assoclabe, constant associate, and Miss White of

. Bloomington, tod, was Identified with that crowd. - Agpes Johnson 0'Connor:

of the Boot and Shoe Workers Uhion;&veﬁi promlpent lady member; and Lilllen Herstein

wes really outstanding. She was a %teacher in the Chicago schools, and devoted all
of her spere time, a sort of a dedicated person to the advancement of laborts

great cavse.. Then too, we havg had a vast muber of p@op e who come from downstate
in I1linols. There was jﬁgﬁhfgh§§ of Baat St. Touis,j {rector of labor.
Martin P. Durkfn prior to his time,uho beceme our director of lsbor. And Charles
McGowen, by the Way, who was the President of the Boilermakers Internationsl Union
for many. years, who came from the city of Rock Island. And Petrillo, the leadew
of the Misicians comes from the state of Tllinois, and also Williem McFedridge

vho 15 also a member of the Executive Council of the AFL,

(D) Did they take a part in the State Federation of Iabor?

(8) Right. Also Bob Byron, who today is the President of the E Sheet Metal
Workers Inbternations) Union, lived here in the city of Springfield and ig their
international president. Tllinoie has made & great conbribution to the movement

of 1abor: throughout this country. In the State Federation of Iabor we still bave

a vest number of people that are very active, folks like{¥ick de Petro, who was

a meuber of ‘the Illinois Industriel Commission and who 1s the Bueiness Agent for
the Chicago Typographical Union, of the 16th. We have Tom Murxay who today is

a member of the School Board of the City of Chicago and a Business Agent for

the Electrical Workers Union. We have Joe Keenddwho really led the fight for the
election of Trumen. T don't believe that Herry Truman d have won if it hadn't
been for the woxrk of Joe Keend who at one time served asa cretary Treasurer of

the Chicago Federation of Iabor, and who .is now an officer.of the International
Unlon of Klectrical Workers. There is a vast nuifiber mR who would be tickiedd
Eiﬂgfzgxgﬁéyfﬁﬁﬁiﬁfévﬁﬁ’hear 1t. They are just ordinary business agents, but they've
made a real contribubion. We have about 500 of .them in the city of Chicago.

L o e : '
(D) WkaﬁMMaswﬁgmm& -~ constantly intrigued by the role that Vietor Olandexr
played‘in the Feéeiwiﬁggi bhah was there about Olunder “that made him such an
outstanding person? :

(8) 'I'11 tell you an ihcident that will describe the man. ,He had a photogenic(})
mind, I mean, he was a human blotber. It dido't matter . 1T you had a
conference, say 20 years ago, that you sat into, that I sat into, and somehow

the conference would be referred to 1n a copversation of todey, he could tell you
evexry single woxd that was spoken, and the things that you said, and the things
that he said, and what the result of that gouference was. He had a matchless
memory. . One time right aftex the Wagner/ﬁa been enacted into law the repre- .

sentatives of the Chamber of Commerce and the representatives of the Manufactux§ﬁ€?
Association wanted to bring sbout some modifications to that act. There were a
few things % ip that Act that Yabor was opposed to also, and so the Manufscturers
they Telt that they wanted to have a conference with labor leaders and make use
of them in eliminating somg of these objectlonable things. 8o a conference
was called in ‘the city of ﬁéﬁgﬂéiéinﬂ, and I, they came to me, they wanted to lmow
Lf T would come to the cwference, and I told them I would. And I sald I'd like
to have ny attorney with me. So they said they had no ojjection to that, so L
talked it over with ouxr attorney, and he said, well, Olafder knows more about this
legislation than T do. Have Qlander came in. Well, X said, Olander's sick.
Well, he says, my stars, I'11 take him sick as against any combinatlon of men that
will be 'in that couference. Well, I said I'll gee if I can't get Olapdex to came
in. Well, the conference vas underwsy and Olander was in attendance and they
began to talk about this lsebor relations act. Olander outlined the situation,
sbated that it was basedvon the Rhilway'Labor'émt, and the objective wag to

. Pewewrbat

!
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© minimize strikes, don't you see. And of coursge it had meuy good points. He
talked ‘to them about the possibility of having things run smoother in industry
because of this type of kktmy leglslation in that delightful Olander-esque vay
of talking. He seemed to have them hypndiizéd. And finmlly he sald, of course
the day ig coming when we'll want a smell Wagner Act in the State of Tllinoils
and when that time comes, of course we'd like to discuss the features of that
act with the representatlives of the employers. Unbil such time however, we
in Tlinois have very little to do with federal leglslation, that's in ‘the hands
of the AFL and their officers., Bubt unbil such time, there isn't much thetgy e

©can do about it. We'll be delighted and hgppy to sit in with you folkd wes work
out the proper kind of a little Wagner Act in the state of Ilinols. Rkedn
Olander had a. way of almost hypnotizing people, and I cowld see them k nodding
thelr heads and agreeing with himy.becavse he was reasoning, constantly
reasoning. And his type of reasoning was so engaging that he had the floor aboub
all the time that we were in confermnce. And o the meeting finally broke up
and T thought I'd be polite to the¥peoplé that represented the Chamber of Comme rce
and the Mapufacturers Assoclation and I walked with them down imxkhw kmwmxd to the
door of the hotel %o say goodeby#. When I got dowvm there the leader of thelr
crowd, he began to laugh. He zh sald, well, this is great. We came down here
hoping to make ymrfwkimws use of the representatives of labor to get rid of a
poxtion of the Wagner Iabor Relations Act on the national level, and he says,
I'm dammed if we don't sit here and aghkee to extend the darp thing into the
state of T1linois! (laughs) under the charm of the reasoning of this man
Olander. It gives you a plcture of the peculiar qualities that the man
possessed. Gifted; honest, ® clean, not a vicious thing in him,

(D) He played quite a part, I understand, freguently being called on by unlons
to help them out with their internal---

(8) Not only to help out unions, but the grest leg&l%' of our time,
. oftentimee consulted with Olandex, &Zny'body that happened o be lazy and they
wanted to secure gome kind of & program or procedure to meet.a certain issue,
could call ¢hédm over the telephone, he'd build a case for you, while you were
listening to him. And you could Lake the argunent over to the Supreme Court,
that he sutmitted to you, and it would stand up in court. He had a very
peculiar convincing quality. Wot only argument, but convincing argument.
Olander was a master, a glant intellectually. Clarence Darrow offered him
$10,000 a ‘year to occupy a desk inthe Darrow law office, merely to analyze
‘gituations for him, -that he could make use of in his lectures and in his
argunentg before juries, They were great friends.

(p) Did he have much education?
{8) Only the third grade. He was just paturally--
(D) Self educated men?

(8) Yeanh. Yes, Olander had read all the works of the great masters and he

was familiar with all types of literature and he knew scmething about the
movements not only of the put, L offour time, but strange as it way Seem, he
knew the people identified with these movements, and when they came to the city*g*
of Chicaga, somTehow, Olander was one of the people that # they had bo visit
with and discuss matters with during their visits ge Lhet 5_;;7_ .
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D Did he spend nmuch time in Springfield?
P

(8) Yes, he came down, he didn't come here unbil after the leglslature was

well underway. It takes about 8 6 weeks to properly organlze the house and get

the committees appointed snd chairmen assipgned to the various house and genate
committees, and then of course they are ready to discuss bills and smmmisconsider
legislation. That happens sometime along in February, about the middle of Februsyy
six weeks after the session opened, Olander would come. And he stood with me
before these committees during all the years that I have been identified as
Federation President.

(D) Both you apd Olander were highly experienceﬂpeople by at the time that you
became the President.

(8) Yes, legislative work is a highly specialized work and I've been regerded as

an expert in that field. The facts of the case @ are that certain things

developed over there in the House of Representatives that made me chalrmsn of

the Conmittee on Education. T hesitated in the matter of accepting that chaiymanship
because T felt that I had less academic education then any pexsw person on the floor
of the house, and that the people that had that type of education, particularly
those wha came fromke&ucational fleldy, wbuld object to having samebody without
school braining, SRRLHERIRY SITveh iy Re wwm don't you see, presiding over

the destinles of the schcol Bystem of Illinois. But somehow there wagn't any
antagonlsm to that chairmanship, it was assigped to me, and I handled it for

8 years, and the membexs of the comittee Finslly presented me with a watch and

it was engraved of course, for the splendid gervice that T had rendered o the
educational people of Illinols. Persons without education, school education

have & flalr % and understanding for leglslative activity. You understand that
field. ‘That was the reason that the presiding officer, Dave Shapahan wented me

to asewne that chalrmanship. You may not hsve any. school training, but you've

got a better understanding of leglislative methods than most anybody here thet

has that, don't you gee, and in handling controversial matters, we've never found
anybody who was sble to get into that sort of Pield and mekm not make people

mad.  He said, you've got that ability, and we want you to preside over thatb Cornnn i
fomigl, For four years Y presided over the committee of Utilitlee and Transportation.
And A1 1% successfullyy s zﬁ%ﬂ? wae r Eolioviuries’ Jﬂad7?

(D) Rewb, Don Carmell was the was ome of the chief attorneys for the Federation
for a good many years. What kind of a role would you say that he played during
€his perlod with the Pederation? What %&6<nis main functloqﬁ

(8) Wéll, he was our legal gulde, of course, .,d he wes a very capable attorney.
I was firet attracted to him as a result of strike that took place in the
city of Decatur, there was a Lot of police brutality over there. The Sheriff's
office became involved in the thing, some of the people in the mkmxfs Sheriff's
office were charged with throwing a ﬁear gas bomb. The strike was conducted
by the lady ganment vorkers. fAsdboberPepdibuednebeldbymddesatpideer yosmrondueied
o e EOIARSH nd one of the girls was hit in the eye
w1th this tear gas Well, it blinded both of her eyes, and she was in the
hospital. One of the business agents by the pome of Borry Ryeer@ came 3R
over here, and said you've got to do something about i€. Wae incensed, disturbed
about the fact that they were throwing tear gas mxmuut onto these pickets who
were on the plcket line, and that one of the girls had lost hex slght. She's
in the hospital. I requeated him to call a meeting, and call it tonlght. I'11
be over there at eight o'clock. Call it in the clty hall, Well, he said,
there's an injunctlon over there. I sald, that's good., You call the medting
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and . meke sure thet you've got e big crowd. Call it where the police are close
because I'd like to defy that injunction. So I got over there at 8 ot'clock and
the place.was jammed, People were sitbing on window sills and hanging out the
doors. I gave them a rousing telk on sbrike matters, inflamed the crowd, and
then I £inally mede up my mind to defy the injunction. I so announced from the
platform that I was def&ing that injunction. I hold that court in contempt, and
I hold that injunction inm contempt. Aud if I didn't hold that court in '
contempt, and that injunction in contempt, I'd hold myself in contempt. And T
wote to that judge that had issued the injunction, I Pelt that they were golng to
. fight me before I got out of the building, but nothing happened, and I returred
to Springfield. But about four days later, Victor Olandex called me over tlhe
phone.and he seid were you in Decatur the other night? and I said yesh. And he
said, "What in Hell did you say down there?" Apd I told him that I was over there
and what the circumstances were, and that I defied thet injunction, and he said
that jJudge wants to see you. Well. He said you'd better be there. Bub he said
he wants to see me too. So I said, well, all right, when does he want to see us,
and where. Well, he don't want to see us in iicatur, he's coming up to Chiago.
He'll meet us at the Sheryman Hotel. So % days later we met the Judge
over there. T tried to cut into the conversagion several times by saying
that these people be had indicted and sent’to jail shouldn't be sent to jsil
and be made Jjailbirds, and receive the odium of that sort of treatment because
it's haxd to live down; that they're good citizens temporarily excited. Bub the
Judge paid very little abtentlon to meé. Bub he pald attention to Olander who
kept reasoning with bhim and telking with him, and finally the judge agreed to
dissolve the injunction. And to put these people on probation so they wouldn't
have to sérve or samelliing, Lf we would send our atborneys out and make ‘the
proper motiongbefore &#& court. So we sent Por Dan Carmell, and he went dotm
there and:he did the thing the judge sald should be done, and the result was
that nobody was ke huet very much as a result of that strike as far as the
injunction was concerned. Well, a Ffew days later I got 4o thinking about
the situation and I always had'#%eeling thet pilcketing was a form of free
speech, I'm a printer by trade and in the print shops we talk about what
free press, free spedch. I think we hnow something aboubt it, and I got on &
train and went vp to the clty of Chicago and I told Mr. Olander that this
thing called picketing is Just a form of fyee gpeech. I & man hasg no other
way of showlng how he feels about & given situation, he has as much right to
put & sign on his back and walk up and down ‘the streets as the largest news-
papex has. to clrculate in that. seme texritory. I says, for heavens sake,
Vick, do you have to have $200,000 4o buy a newspaper inm order to exercise your
right to free press and free speech? And he says, repeat that again. It caught
his impgination. He said, I think you've got something there., He said, let's
gend for Dan Carmell and find out. Dan came over, and he said now repeat thisg
gituation, tmt 1llustration to him. And I ala that. And Dan galg, that's right,
you can egexcise your right to free press and free speech, it!'s obngtitutional,
but you have %o have some law; or.some court declsion to em@hasize lt. Yeoaxhsxe
I said, can't you carry the thing to the Supreme Court and lets get the court
to say that picketing Is legal. Constitutionsl. Well, he said, you have to have

case, a men by the name of Swinggnhell, that's femiliar with the Q
case, and ‘T think that you can take that case and remlly stesl the case away fromfe .,
these people, they're not much interested anyhow. Well, he said, in ordex to get
a good deeision, you have to have a good case. I you start out with a poor case
ypu'll get poor law from the court. Well, I said, take a look et this case.

Well, he felt that it would do,. o Dan agreed to carry the thing to the
Supreme Court. I explained to him that e didn't bhave any money to pay his
legal services. We did bave enough money to pay for transvribing the evidence
from court to court and we got up there. It took 1k monthe to get up there

7

a case. Well, I sald, T think I've got that too. Here's this Barser.case, this 0(&5{

wofA bed
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with ‘the case. The only compensation that Dan Carmell was to get out of it was
to come to cur conventione every year. I agreed to introduce him as the chief
legal counsel of the Illinois State Federation of Labox, and in that way it

would gttract business to him and In that way he would be paid. Well he carried
the case to the Supreme Court, and the court stated that the picketing wes legel.
and Constitutional, and they used my langvage, they sald it was a part of free
speech. Dan Carmell never lost a case for the Illinois State Federation of Isabor.
During all of the time that he served, and he was only a paid employee of the
Yederation since 1949, Up to that tlme Dan served without compensation.

(D) Most of the time he represented the Individual wnloms I-suppose.

(8) Yes, he aid that., He had a *tremendous law practice and it was a labor
practice don't you seef‘ skilled negotiator, he was a professor of law at the
Northwestern UhlVersity) he taught a class out there.

(D) Did.he take part in eny of the sgreed bill discussions with the commlttee?

(8) He always sat in with ug and T think in all fairness that he waes the

spokesian and ke we selected him each time to be the spokesman for the entire

group, but we also had Mike Hanagen in there, the attorney for the United

Mine Workers, and we have Hugh McCarthy in there, the abttorney for the Bullding

Trades in Chicago, Frank Gillespie, the attorney for Teamsters in the city ﬂ

of Chicago, and Abe Brussels, the attorney for the CIO. And also Harold Tafi, .

a very magnificant type of person, sits in with us. Xem In addition to +hat

the Progregsive Mine Workers sometimes send thelr attoxney in, don't you see.

So we have a batﬁery of some 6 oy 7 attorneys that join with us who are experts

in that field, and who eexve without any-oampansetion}ﬁ?p-the State PFederation

of L&bar&a mnuuh4um{_: ; '
these

(D) When Victor Olander was part of the picture, did you have Eix attorneys

in also, ox?

(8) Not so many of them. We had Tmn%g;£;;£356 one or two others, but the
development of this battery of legal talent has been brought about largely
through my efforts;each time when these bills are introduced I contect these
pttorneys and I imvite them to come in and participate in these approvements,
and they come and they serve all thyough the conferences. Magnlficent conferees.






