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BY ROBERT M, LEWIN

There's never been anyone

else in the labor movement,
gowae quite like
"% R euben
George' So-

derstrom.
F o r 36

yvears, he has
been presi-
dent of the
Illinois  State
Federation of

ROBERT

[Labor and its
LEWIN merged suc-
cessor — llhinois State Feder-

ation of Labor and Congress
of Industrial Organizations.

In the 80 vyears since the
old American Federation of
Labor was organized, no other
union chief anywhere has led
a state federation so long.

No one ever has run against
Soderstrom, either.

He is the full, rolling, reso-
nant, needs no microphone
voice of the 1,300,000 Ilinois

workers who belong to 3,900
AFL-CIO unions and city and
county central labor organiza-
L1ons.

ONCE, at a White House
luncheon attended by Soder-
strom and several other labor
leaders, the late President
John F. Kennedy rose and
said:

“There will be no political
speeches.”

The guests looked at the
President in surprise and dis-
appointment, and then at each
other.

After the pause, the Presi-
dent put n: |

“That’s because I'm afraid
Rube Soderstrom will ask for
equal time.”

SODERSTROM is a 5-foot-
9-inch man who, by not eat-
ing between meals for four
vears, has slimmed from 217
to 176 pounds.

His gray eyes sparkle be-
hind spectacles that have a
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thin silver edge on top. His
long and unruly gray hair
gives him the appearance ol
an old-time orator, which he
is when he gets going.

He hands out mimeo-
graphed texts of his speeches
to newsmen and then talks
from memory, with virtually
no change in words.

SODERSTROM followed
several occupations before he
was persuaded to take the one
he’s held the longest — labor
leader.

He started as a farm boy
on his father’s fertile 160
acres of corn and wheat at
Waverly, Minn., 18 miles west
of Minneapolis.

He might have been born
on a Kansas farm, instead, be-
cause his Swedish-born father,
John. bought land there after
making a moderate amount of
money operating a shoe store
at Chicago and La Salle.

But someone composed a
song, “It Never Rains in Kan-

L]

sas.” The elder Soderstrom
believed it. The price of Kan-
sas land dropped. The elder
Soderstrom sold his and
moved to Minnesota.

At 12, Reuben, second of a
family of five children, be-
came, a one-room-school
dropout.

He went to Chicago to live
with an aunt for a while. Then
he went to Streator to live
with another aunt.

He carried materials for
glassblowers at the American
Bottle Co. there, earning 65
cents a day.

Soderstrom quit that to learn
the printing trade in the com-
posing room of the Streator
Independent-Times.

WHEN HE wasn't setting
type by hand or courting,
Jeanne Miller Shaw, he was
in the public library reading
economics textbooks written
by Richard T. Ely, University
of Wisconsin professor.
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For six years, he was presi-
dent of Streator Local 327,
International Typographical
Union. For 10 years, he was
president of the Streator
Trades and Labor Assembly,
a central body of union mem-
bers.

IN 1918 he was celected
state representative from the
39th senatorial district (La
Salle County) on the Repub-
lican ticket, a post he held
for 20 years. While in the
Legislature he was elected a
vice president of the state
labor federation and later its
president.

He helped to put through
state financial aid for the
blind and for children of wid-
owed mothers.

He also helped to push
through a bill to establish
credit unions and get rid of
loan sharks. In 1933, he suc-
cessfully fought for enabling
legislation so that Illinois
could qualify for $83,000,000

Soderstrom: Labor’s One of a Kind @

of federal money for Jow-rent
housing projects.

He also successfully battled
for a bill that curbed the is-
suance of injunctions against
unions in state courts.

“LABOR has changed Illi-
nois from a very backward
state to a very progressive one
—and it hasn’t hurt the econ-
omy,” sald Soderstrom.

“Not one employer would
go back to the vile conditions
that prevailed in the past.

Though Soderstrom has of-
fices in Marina City here, and

in Springfield, he has main-

tained his home in Streator.
His son, Carl W., 51, a lawyer
and state representative, be-
longs to the Musicians’ and
Boilermakers' unions.

Soderstrom will have din-
ner Thursday night in the La
Salle Hotel with other federa-
tion officials and his office
staff.

The occasion: his 78th birth-
day.
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SODERSTROM

The Man of the Hour!

Wins Chicago Endorsement, in the Home Union of President Howard

Smashes the Progressive Machine in New York City

m S have met defeat—crushing defeat!

hty steongholds, New York and Chi.
< gk

A seores of o local unions bave dseed he
camp of the Progressives and a hing forward to
victory with Soderstrom.

Big Six (New York Typographical Union No. 6) two
R L s

down

e endorsement meeting Big Six c

T e
Chicao Typograpca Unon No.

of the Progressive Party,

fome union of President Howa

him wich 2 tremendous majoricy

16—the bmhp\:u
ater of its power, the
oo years ogo backed

the recent endorsement mecting_of No. 16
Herind e I e R et e
present

AND SODERSTROM RECEIVED A MAJORITY
OF ALL THE VOTES CAST — MORE THAN
THE TOTAL OF HOWARD, BARKER, AND
MILLIKEN!

at is the of
ber nd No 1oywith avee 3,000 to Howard's dov

in the newspaper scals of chose two unions, and
I e e s R
both unions

That is Six v over 10,000 mem-
ing
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The above results mean that che members of the New
York and Chicazo unignsaise gviag reudons Howard
il opportunity 1o ml

2 progressive union offical you have been 3 com-
plela :,,vm

i net achievements of you administration have been

“You have betrayed you f

“Now we demand a change.

“We want SODERSTRO!

ends and aided our eneies,

A nend 10y fr vy Unionisecandidsee on
che icker, in order that € Soderstrom may have
oll Suppore in B cors e e ur

“The Progs will probably poinc o et of unions
that endoed et it e e e
LT.U.

Bu, ke Howards record,

s dhe e dhe ndaremenc
ceturns are hin

od, the less credit they are to

A few months sgo. dhes e only ewo mmm..m\
paris i che 1. T U—he Progresives and the Con

she Unionists cnerd the ild, oder he e

crful Soderstrom, who, after a campaign

sl weeks’ time, secured considerabl e thon

ifey endorsements of local unions, and deiv-

ot Khockout blows t dhe Brogs in dh largs unions o
T

was something unhesrd of, undreamed of—the
mponitie

Sodrron's ampi
in Jam 3 fow
mektinge,

had ot started uncil well slong
ecks. before. the endorsement

Previous to that ‘e Unionist platform had not
o g i v e R

No attempe wis made to cover the ih cam-

picn raure, he immedise end R

the necessary endorsems
Ve s o s et e

ﬂmm,)wu( AL . U knci notking abius Sodecsors o

she Uniois, Prty, conseny many o them cceped
without auston. the stemotyped. Picg

to power (a5 if thic could be worie than

he. present

e Sodesivom bxcame known, e wis citer
e

S e

Howards paliical case would be snded i very e
ber of the - wese ully informed a4 o bis secivide
o s INACTIVITIES

B she memberdip are noc uly informed, e ch
main source of information, the Typographical Jou
conceals the shorecomings of the Prog adminiscration.

However, they

Then—
Goodbye, Mr. Howard!
WELCOME, PRESIDENT SODERSTROM!

il soon be acquainted with che rue
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Chicago Federation of Lal

On Labor’s Honor Roll
of Faithful Service

A Member of the Typographical Union, to Whom the Trade Uniosists
and the Gitizens of the State of Illinois Are Indebted
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\ Reuben G. Soderstrom, 82,
State Labor Leader, Is Dead

BY JAMES STRONG

st 1 salle coun e
w

e e
 the 1.Lmillion-member organi-
 zation for more than 40 years,
 retired as president, effective
 1ast Oct. 1. He suffered a stroke
last March which left him
partially paralyzed and con-
fined him to St. Mary’s Hospi-
|tal in downstate " Streator,
| where he died

He was reelected in 1968 for

10th four-year =

e o
labor organization,
nounced his intenion to resign |

Reuben Soderstrom

s e thn's leadership and continued |

many of the policies and

t | programs of Mr. Soderstrom

 presicent Sueciie. Ho never
in his 10 cam-
Delgns Yo the wnion presidency.
Policles Are Continued

Stanley L. Johnson, executive | his home there since, altho |

succeeded Mr.
e organiza-

Infant Boy Killed
by Scalding Water
Fourteen - month - old. Brian
Cooney of 801 Glendale Rd.,
Northfield Township, died yes-
terday in Lutheran General

vice president,
lerstrom to

Hospital of burns An more than |

skin in a

container
e nilng e water over
the child.

Soderstrom ~celebrated
| his 824 birthday on March 10.
| He was born in Wright County,
" |Minn., and moved to Streator

when he was 12. He had made

much of his time was spent in
Springfield where he was in-
volved in labor interest

He headed the state \m,cm
since mo and was co-editor
its weekly news letter.

A ol began
career n & newspaper ofice a3
2 inotype _operator
re and editorial writer
o papers.

Served in Legislature
He was former president of

Streator Typographical
the Streator Trades and

- | Labor Council and the Streator
3, |

Board of Education.

was elected to
eneral  Assembly

Tn 1913, he
the Tlinois
from the

39th district, reelected in 1922
and served five consecutive
terms, |
During World War I, he was
& member of War Productio
visory Com-

fanag

During his career in
state’s labor movement,
fought Communist iniltration
into organized Iabor and in 1934 |
ndorsed a _threeday work|
ek 1o provide wider employ
mes

Worked Out Mergers
derstrom and Joseph
nano, district director of
the  Tiifed * Stesivarkers. of
America, warked ont sale and
cal mergers of the American
l"edontmn ol Tl
ust
gz
| Mr. soderstrom’
| former Jeanne Shaw, died in
1951
rviving are a son,
Carl W.

Su
Rep. Soder
and. five, grandchil

Streator],
dren.
Services. will be held at 1
m, Friday in the Park Pres-
Fyterian Cinareh, Veratilon sod
Hickory Streets, Streator
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